
Drunk Stoned
Brilliant Dead The
Writers And Artists
Who Made The
National Lampoon
Insanely Great

Drunk, Stoned,
Brilliant, Dead: The
Writers and Artists
Who Made the
National Lampoon
Insanely Great
The legend of *National Lampoon* is
inextricably linked to a specific breed of comedic
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genius: wildly talented, often substance-abusing,
and tragically prone to early deaths. This article
delves into the lives and contributions of the
writers and artists who fueled the magazine's
incandescent, irreverent brilliance, exploring
their unique comedic styles and the lasting
impact of their "drunk, stoned, brilliant, dead"
ethos. We'll examine their influence on satire,
humor writing, and American culture, looking at
key figures like P.J. O'Rourke, Douglas Kenney,
and Henry Beard, while also considering the
darker side of their legacy. Keywords we will
explore include: National Lampoon humor,
1970s satire, National Lampoon writers,
legacy of National Lampoon, and American
comedic writing.

The Genesis of Genius: Early
Years and the Harvard
Lampoon
*National Lampoon*'s explosive success wasn't
accidental. Its roots lay in the hallowed halls of
Harvard University, specifically the prestigious
Harvard Lampoon, a humor magazine with a
long and storied history. This breeding ground
for future comedic titans fostered a rebellious
spirit and a unique brand of satire that
challenged societal norms. Many of the future
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*National Lampoon* stars cut their teeth writing
for the Lampoon, honing their skills and
developing a distinctive, often darkly comedic,
voice. This period laid the foundation for the
raw, irreverent style that would define the
magazine. Douglas Kenney, a pivotal figure in
the magazine’s creation, exemplifies this
transition, carrying the spirit of the Lampoon
into the national spotlight.

### The "Radicals" and their Revolutionary
Humor

The early *National Lampoon* team weren't just
funny; they were radical. Their humor was often
edgy, shocking, and unapologetically offensive,
reflecting the turbulent social and political
climate of the 1970s. This era saw the rise of
counterculture, questioning established norms,
and the *National Lampoon* directly mirrored
this rebellious spirit. Their satire targeted
everything from politics and consumerism to
popular culture and social hypocrisy, utilizing a
blend of sharp wit, absurdist humor, and often
outrageous imagery.

The Peak of the Lampoon:
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Magazine, Films, and
Cultural Impact
The 1970s marked the *National Lampoon*'s
zenith. The magazine itself became a cultural
phenomenon, boasting a roster of incredibly
talented writers, including P.J. O'Rourke,
Michael O’Donoghue, and Sean Kelly. Their
contributions shaped the magazine’s distinct
voice. Their work blended observational humor,
sharp satire, and surreal elements, creating a
uniquely American comedic style. This style
wasn't just confined to the pages of the
magazine; it translated successfully into a series
of highly successful films. Movies like *Animal
House* and *National Lampoon's Vacation*
became iconic, cementing the *National
Lampoon*'s place in American popular culture.
This success extended beyond just box office
numbers; it influenced generations of comedians
and writers.

### The Dark Side of Genius: Substance Abuse
and Mortality

The “drunk, stoned, brilliant, dead” label, while
somewhat sensationalized, accurately captures a
tragic aspect of the *National Lampoon*'s
legacy. Many of its key contributors struggled
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with substance abuse, and several died
prematurely. The pressure to maintain a
relentlessly funny and provocative output,
coupled with the excesses of the era, contributed
significantly to this pattern. Douglas Kenney’s
tragic death, for example, highlights this dark
side of the creative process. This isn't meant to
romanticize or glorify substance abuse, but
rather to acknowledge a painful reality
associated with the group. The brilliance of their
work is unfortunately intertwined with personal
struggles and loss.

The Enduring Legacy:
Influence on Comedy and
Culture
Despite the magazine's eventual decline and the
personal tragedies of its creators, the *National
Lampoon*'s influence remains undeniable. The
magazine's irreverent spirit, its fearless satire,
and its distinctive comedic voice continue to
resonate with audiences today. Its impact can be
seen in countless comedy shows, films, and
books. The writers, even those who passed away
decades ago, still inspire and influence modern
comedic artists, showing the lasting power of
truly original and bold humor. The legacy
extends beyond direct imitation; it represents a
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style, an attitude, a way of looking at the world
with wit, cynicism, and a healthy dose of
absurdity. This rebellious spirit endures,
reminding us of the power of laughter as both a
weapon and a balm.

### Analyzing the National Lampoon’s
Humorous Style

The *National Lampoon*'s humor wasn't simply
crude or shock-value driven. It was intelligent,
meticulously crafted, and often relied on
sophisticated wordplay and unexpected twists.
They mastered irony, satire, and parody,
showcasing an acute understanding of American
culture and its hypocrisies. This intelligent
approach distinguishes them from simpler forms
of comedic writing and explains their lasting
appeal. The humor's longevity stems from its
critical engagement with society, rather than
just its reliance on low-brow gags.

Conclusion: A Complex and
Enduring Legacy
The story of the *National Lampoon* is a
complex tapestry woven with threads of
brilliance, excess, and tragedy. The writers and
artists who made the magazine legendary
weren't just funny; they were cultural



Drunk Stoned Brilliant Dead The Writers And Artists
Who Made The National Lampoon Insanely Great

Drunk Stoned Brilliant Dead The Writers And Artists Who Made The
National Lampoon Insanely Great

7

commentators, social critics, and revolutionaries
in the world of humor. While their lives often
took dark turns, their comedic creations
continue to entertain and provoke, solidifying
their place as some of the most influential
figures in American comedy. The legacy of
"drunk, stoned, brilliant, dead" is a reminder of
the intricate relationship between creative
genius, personal struggles, and the lasting
power of laughter.

FAQ
Q1: What was the National Lampoon's
primary style of humor?

A1: The *National Lampoon*'s humor was a
unique blend of styles, encompassing satire,
parody, observational comedy, absurdism, and
surrealism. They frequently targeted political
figures, social norms, and popular culture, often
using irony and dark humor to achieve their
comedic effect. Their wit was sharp, their
observations insightful, and their overall style
consistently intelligent and subversive.

Q2: How did the National Lampoon
influence subsequent generations of
comedians?
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A2: The *National Lampoon*'s influence is vast
and pervasive. Many modern comedians cite the
magazine and its films as key inspirations. Their
fearless satire, sharp wit, and willingness to
push boundaries continue to inspire those
seeking to create intelligent, challenging
comedy. They demonstrated that humor could be
both entertaining and intellectually stimulating.

Q3: What are some of the most famous
National Lampoon films?

A3: Some of the most famous *National
Lampoon* films include *Animal House*,
*National Lampoon's Vacation*, *National
Lampoon's Animal House*, and *National
Lampoon's European Vacation*. These films
exemplify the magazine's comedic style,
translating its satirical wit and subversive humor
to the big screen with great success.

Q4: Did the National Lampoon's success
rely solely on its humor?

A4: While the humor was undeniably central to
the *National Lampoon*'s success, other factors
contributed significantly. The magazine
captured the zeitgeist of the 1970s, reflecting
the rebellious spirit of the era. Their timing, a
combination of talented writers and a receptive
audience, was crucial. Furthermore, their
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willingness to push boundaries and tackle
sensitive topics through humor created a unique
appeal.

Q5: Why did the National Lampoon
ultimately decline?

A5: The *National Lampoon*'s decline is a
complex issue, with no single cause. The
changing comedic landscape, internal conflicts,
the tragic loss of key personnel, and the evolving
cultural climate all contributed to its eventual
fading from prominence. The competition from
other publications and changing comedic trends
also played a significant role.

Q6: What is the lasting legacy of the
National Lampoon?

A6: The lasting legacy of the *National
Lampoon* lies in its profound influence on
comedy and popular culture. It established a
unique comedic style, demonstrating the power
of intelligent, satirical humor to engage
audiences and challenge conventions. Many
writers and comedians still look to their body of
work for inspiration.

Q7: Were all the National Lampoon writers
involved in substance abuse?
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A7: While substance abuse was a significant
issue for many associated with the *National
Lampoon*, it's inaccurate to say all writers were
involved. However, the prevalence of substance
abuse amongst key contributors remains a
significant and tragic part of its history.

Q8: Where can I find more information on
the National Lampoon?

A8: You can find extensive information on the
*National Lampoon* through various sources,
including books, documentaries, online archives,
and articles exploring its history and impact.
Many biographies of its key contributors also
offer valuable insights into the magazine's
creation and development.

Drunk, Stoned, Brilliant,
Dead: The Writers and
Artists Who Made the
National Lampoon Insanely
Great
The legacy of the National Lampoon is a mosaic
woven from indulgence, brilliance, and a
profoundly twisted feeling of humor. It wasn't
just a magazine; it was a movement, a factory for
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some of the most gifted comedic minds of the
20th era. But the tale behind its success is one
imbued with the heady cocktail of substance
misuse, innovative genius, and, ultimately, loss.
This investigation delves into the lives and
accomplishments of the individuals who forged
the Lampoon's unforgettable persona.

The Lampoon's rise to prominence in the late
1960s and 70s wasn't chance. It was fueled by a
cohort of Harvard alumni who defied the
orthodox norms of humor. Figures like Henry
Beard, Douglas Kenney, and P.J. O'Rourke,
among many others, embraced a style that was
simultaneously sophisticated and vulgar. They
combined sharp satire with nonsensical humor,
creating a distinctive voice that connected with
a youthful audience.

The magazine's material was regularly
inflammatory, pushing frontiers and challenging
societal standards. Their parodies of marketing,
governance, and mainstream media were both
amusing and insightful. They weren't afraid to
tackle delicate subjects, often using morbid
humor to explore the absurdities of human
nature.

The development within the Lampoon was, by all
reports, a tumultuous mixture of imagination
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and intoxication. Stories abound of extended
writing meetings fueled by alcohol and other
drugs. This environment, while definitely
unconventional, undeniably added to the
Lampoon's singular image of humor. The blend
of brilliant minds, often operating under the
effect of drugs, produced a torrent of creative
ideas.

However, the cost of this creative productivity
was substantial. Many of the Lampoon's key
figures struggled with substance abuse
throughout their lives. This contributed to
personal conflicts, career fatigue, and
ultimately, premature deaths. The tragedies of
Kenney and others serve as a sobering
memorandum of the shadowy side of this
brilliant group's legacy.

The effect of the National Lampoon extends far
beyond its magazine and pictures. It shaped the
landscape of American humor, paving the way
for countless comedians, writers, and
filmmakers. Its tradition continues to be felt
today, in the work of those who were motivated
by its distinctive method. The magazine's ironic
approach to political commentary remains
remarkably relevant even in modern times.

In summary, the National Lampoon's
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achievement was a complicated result of many
components. The combination of brilliant minds,
a willingness to break limits, and a sometimes
destructive lifestyle resulted in a body of work
that continues to amuse and provoke
generations. The story of the Lampoon serves as
a fascinating and often sad case study of the
complex relationship between creativity and
immoderation.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What made the National Lampoon's
humor so unique?

A1: The Lampoon blended sophisticated satire
with absurdist humor, tackling sensitive subjects
with dark wit and challenging societal norms in
a way that was both hilarious and thought-
provoking. Their parodies were incredibly sharp
and insightful.

Q2: Were all the writers and artists involved
with the Lampoon heavy drug and alcohol
users?

A2: While substance use was prevalent amongst
many key figures, it's important to avoid
generalizations. Not all were heavy users, and
the creative process wasn't solely dependent on
substance abuse. However, it was a significant
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factor in the culture surrounding the magazine.

Q3: What is the lasting legacy of the
National Lampoon?

A3: The Lampoon significantly influenced
American humor, impacting comedy writing,
film, and satire. Its satirical approach to social
commentary continues to be relevant, and its
influence can be seen in the work of many
contemporary comedians and writers.

Q4: Are there any resources for learning
more about the National Lampoon?

A4: Yes, numerous books and documentaries
have been created about the National Lampoon
and its key figures. Online resources, including
articles and archival material, offer further
insight into the magazine's history and impact.
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