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power  and  s ty le ,  but
understanding  its  intricate
systems  is  crucial  for
ma in ta in ing  opt ima l
performance  and  safety.
One  aspect  that  often
causes  concern  amongst
owners  is  the  appearance
of various red lights on the
instrument  panel.  This
a r t i c l e  d e l v e s  i n t o
interpreting  these  warning
indicators,  focusing  on
utilizing  the  2015  Softail
service  manual  as  your
pr imary  resource  for
t roub leshoot ing  and
resolving  issues  indicated
by these red warning lights.
We'll  cover  common  red
l ight  indicators,  their
potential  causes,  and how
the service manual  guides
you  towards  effective
solutions.  We  will  also
explore  Harley-Davidson
So f ta i l  d i agnos t i c s ,
troubleshooting  electrical
issues, and the importance
o f  p r e v e n t a t i v e
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maintenance.

Understanding
Your  2015
Softail 's
Warning System
The red lights on your 2015
Softail’s  instrument  panel
aren ' t  jus t  aesthet ic
features;  they're  critical
warnings designed to alert
you  to  potential  problems
that could affect your bike's
performance  or  safety.
Ignoring these lights could
lead to  more serious,  and
costly, issues down the line.
The  2015  Softail  service
manual  is  your  definitive
guide to deciphering these
warnings.  I t  provides
detailed  descriptions  of
each  red  light,  explaining
its  meaning  and  offering
s t e p - b y - s t e p
t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g
procedures.
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###  Common  Red  Light
Ind ica to rs  and  The i r
Significance

The  2015  Softail  service
manual meticulously details
each  warning  light.  Some
common  red  lights  and
their  potential  meanings
include:

Engine Check Light:
This  is  perhaps  the
m o s t  c o m m o n l y
encountered red light.
It  signifies  a  problem
detected  within  the
engine's  electronic
control  system.  The
manual will guide you
through  diagnostic
trouble  codes  (DTCs)
using  a  diagnostic
tool,  helping  pinpoint
the  specific  issue,
ranging from a minor
sensor malfunction to
a  m o r e  s e r i o u s
i n t e r n a l  e n g i n e
problem.
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Battery  Warning
Light:  A  red  battery
l igh t  i nd i ca tes  a
problem  wi th  the
charging system. This
could  stem  from  a
faulty  alternator,  a
weak  battery,  or  a
connection issue. The
s e r v i c e  m a n u a l
outlines  checks  for
voltage,  alternator
output,  and  battery
condition.

O i l  P r e s s u r e
Warning Light:  This
critical  warning  light
s i g n a l s  l o w  o i l
pressure.  Operating
your  motorcycle  with
low  oil  pressure  can
cause  catastrophic
engine  damage.  The
manual  emphasizes
the  immediate  need
to  shut  down  the
engine and check the
oil level and pressure.

ABS Warning  Light
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(if equipped): If your
2015 Softail has Anti-
lock  Braking  System
(ABS) ,  a  red  ABS
w a r n i n g  l i g h t
indicates a fault in the
system. While you can
still  brake,  the  ABS
functionality might be
impaired. The service
manua l  p rov ides
detailed  diagnostic
steps  to  identify  the
problem.

Security  System
Warning  Light:  A
flashing  or  solid  red
security light indicates
a  problem  with  your
motorcycle’s  security
system.  This  could
i n v o l v e  a  f a u l t y
sensor,  a low battery
i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y
system,  or  even  an
attempted  theft.  The
manual directs you to
t roubleshoot  the
system  or  contact
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your  dealer.

Util izing  the
2015  Softail
Service  Manual
for
Troubleshooting
The  2015  Softail  service
m a n u a l  i s  n o t  j u s t  a
collection of  diagrams;  it's
a  comprehensive  guide  to
maintaining  and  repairing
your motorcycle. It's crucial
for  effectively  interpreting
those  red  warning  lights.
The manual typically uses a
systematic approach:

1.  Identify  the  Warning
Light:  First,  precisely
identify  the  flashing  or
illuminated  red  light  on
your  instrument  panel.

2.  Consult  the Manual's
Index:  Use  the  manual's
index or  table of  contents
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to  locate  the  relevant
section  describing  the
specific  light.

3.  Follow  Diagnostic
Procedures:  The  manual
p r o v i d e s  d e t a i l e d
diagnostic  procedures,
often  involving  visual
inspections,  multimeter
tests,  and  sometimes
specialized diagnostic tools.

4.  Locate  and  Resolve
t h e  I s s u e :  B y
systematically following the
steps  out l ined  in  the
manual,  you  can  isolate
and  fix  the  problem.

5. Verify the Repair: After
making  repairs,  always
verify that the warning light
is  extinguished  and  the
system  is  funct ioning
correctly.

Preventative



2015 Softail Service Manual Red
Light

2015 Softail Service Manual Red Light

9

Maintenance:
Avoiding  Red
Light Surprises
Regular  preventat ive
maintenance  is  your  best
d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t
unexpected red lights. The
2015 Softail service manual
outlines  a  comprehensive
schedule  of  maintenance
tasks,  including:

R e g u l a r  O i l
C h a n g e s :
M a i n t a i n i n g  t h e
correct  oil  level  and
using  the  specified  oil
type is vital for engine
health and preventing
oil pressure issues.
Battery  Checks:
Regularly  check  the
battery's  charge  and
connections  to  avoid
battery warning lights.
Fluid Level Checks:
Check  all  fluid  levels
(brake  fluid,  coolant,
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etc.)  as  specified  in
the  manual.
Electrical  System
Inspection: Regularly
inspect  all  electrical
c o n n e c t i o n s  f o r
corrosion or damage.

Harley-Davidson
Softail
Diagnostics  and
Electrical
Troubleshooting
Dealing  with  electrical
issues can be daunting, but
the  2015  Softail  service
manual  often  includes
electrical  schematics  and
detailed  troubleshooting
guides.  Understanding
basic  multimeter  usage  is
highly  beneficial  for
diagnosing  electr ical
p r o b l e m s .  A l w a y s
disconnect  the  battery
negative  terminal  before
working  on  any  electrical
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components  to  prevent
accidental  shorts.

Conclusion:
Empowering
Yourself  with
Knowledge
The  2015  Softail  service
manual  is  an  invaluable
too l  for  any  owner .  I t
e m p o w e r s  y o u  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r
motorcycle's  warning
systems,  troubleshoot
problems  effectively,  and
perform  preventat ive
m a i n t e n a n c e .  B y
proactively  utilizing  this
resource,  you can prevent
potentially  costly  repairs
and  ensure  your  Softail
remains in peak condition,
keeping those dreaded red
lights  at  bay.  Remember,
safety  should  always  be
your  top  priority,  and  if
you're  unsure  about  any
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repair,  consult  a  qualified
Harley-Davidson  mechanic.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I obtain a
2015  Softail  service
manual?

A1:  Har ley-Davidson
serv i ce  manua l s  a re
available  through  Harley-
Davidson  dealerships,
online retailers specializing
in  motorcycle  parts  and
manuals  ( l ike  eBay  or
A m a z o n ) ,  a n d  s o m e
specialized  motorcycle
repair  shops.  You  might
also  find  digital  versions
online, though it is always
best  to  acquire  an  official
manual  from  reputable
sources to ensure accuracy
and reliability.

Q2:  My  engine  check
light is on, but my bike
seems  to  run  fine.
Should  I  be  concerned?



2015 Softail Service Manual Red
Light

2015 Softail Service Manual Red Light

13

A2:  Yes,  you  should  be
concerned.  Even  if  your
bike seems to run normally,
an  i l luminated  engine
check light indicates a fault
d e t e c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e
engine's  electronic  control
system.  Ignoring  it  could
lead  to  more  ser ious
problems  later.  Consult
your  2015  Softail  service
manual to troubleshoot the
issue  and  diagnose  the
p r o b l e m  u s i n g  t h e
diagnostic trouble codes.

Q3: Can I ignore the red
lights  if  they  go  away
after a short time?

A3:  No,  you  should  not
ignore  any  red  warning
lights,  regardless  of  how
briefly  they  appear.  A
temporary  illumination
often indicates a transient
issue  that  could  reappear
and potentially cause more
serious  problems.  Consult
your  manual  to  determine
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the cause.

Q4:  What  tools  will  I
need to use the service
manual effectively?

A4:  The  necessary  tools
will vary depending on the
specific  issue.  However,
b a s i c  t o o l s  l i k e  a
multimeter,  screwdrivers,
a n d  w r e n c h e s  a r e
frequently  required.  The
manual will usually specify
the required tools for each
diagnostic procedure.

Q5: Is it safe to ride my
motorcycle  with  a  red
w a r n i n g  l i g h t
illuminated?

A5: Generally, it's not safe
to  ride  your  motorcycle
with  a  red  warning  light
illuminated. Many red lights
indicate potentially serious
issues  that  could  lead  to
damage  or  accidents.  The
exception might be a very
minor  electrical  issue,  but
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exercise  extreme  caution,
and consult your manual.

Q6: Can I use a generic
motorcycle  service
manual  instead  of  the
specific  2015  Softail
manual?

A6:  No,  using  a  generic
m a n u a l  i s  n o t
recommended.  Harley-
Davidson motorcycles have
un ique  fea tu res  and
systems. A generic manual
will  likely  lack  the  specific
information and diagnostic
procedures relevant to your
2015 Softail.

Q7: What should I do if I
c a n ' t  r e s o l v e  t h e
prob lem  us ing  the
service  manual?

A7:  If  you  are  unable  to
diagnose  and  fix  the
problem using  the  service
manual,  contact  a  qualified
Harley-Davidson  mechanic
o r  d e a l e r s h i p  f o r
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professional assistance.

Q8: How often should I
consult the 2015 Softail
service manual?

A8:  You  should  consult
your  se rv i ce  manua l
regularly,  not  just  when a
red  l ight  appears.  The
manua l  i s  a  va luab le
resource for understanding
your motorcycle's systems,
performing  preventative
maintenance,  and  staying
on top of its health. Consult
it  before  any  significant
maintenance or repair task
to ensure you are following
the correct procedures.

Decoding  the
2015  Softail
Service  Manual
Red  Light:  A
Rider's Guide to
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Troubleshooting
The  illumination  of  a  red
light in your 2015 Softail's
instrument panel can be a
worrying experience. It's a
c lear  ind icat ion  that
something  requires  your
prompt  focus.  But  unlike
tales of  cryptic  codes and
elaborate  diagnostics,
understanding the meaning
behind  that  red  glow  is
often much easier than you
might  think.  This  tutorial
will  delve  into  the  2015
Softail  service  manual,
exploring  how to  interpret
those  red  light  warnings
and effectively troubleshoot
possible issues.

The first step, and arguably
the most crucial, is locating
your  2015  Softail  service
manual. This guide is your
primary  reference  for
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e
numerous  warning  lights
and  their  corresponding
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implications.  Within  its
pages,  you'll  find  detailed
descriptions, diagrams, and
t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g
procedures. Don't minimize
the value of this resource;
it's  your  finest  friend  when
faced with a mysterious red
light.

N e x t ,  w e  n e e d  t o
acknowledge  that  a  red
light  isn't  a  single  thing.
Different  red  lights  signal
different  problems,  ranging
from minor inconveniences
to  severe  mechanical
fa i lures .  Some  might
display a low petrol level, a
defective brake system, or
a  c r i t i c a l  e n g i n e
temperature  issue.  Others
could suggest a issue with
the  power  system,  the
security system, or even a
failure  in  the  essential
safety mechanisms of your
bike.

The  service  manual  often
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uses pictures  to  represent
t h e s e  w a r n i n g s .
Understanding  these
symbols  is  essential  to
q u i c k  a n d  a c c u r a t e
diagnosis.  For  example,  a
red light depicting a brake
caliper  might  indicate  a
issue  with  your  brake
system,  prompting  an
immediate check. Similarly,
a red light with an engine
symbol  might  suggest  an
overheating  engine  or
another  critical  engine
problem.

Using  the  2015  Softail
S e r v i c e  M a n u a l
Effectively:

T h e  m a n u a l  i t s e l f  i s
structured to assist you in
this  process.  It  usually
includes a part dedicated to
solving concerns based on
warning lights. This section
often contains:

Diagnostic  Codes:
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M a n y  m o d e r n
motorcycles, including
the  two  thousand
fifteen  Softail,  use
diagnostic  trouble
codes  (DTCs).  These
codes  a re  shown
either  on  the  control
panel itself or can be
obta ined  us ing  a
diagnostic  tool.  Your
service  manual  will
have  a  detailed  list
explaining  each  code
and its meaning.

Troubleshoot ing
Charts:  These charts
guide  you  through  a
sequence  of  checks
and inspections based
on  the  specific
w a r n i n g  l i g h t
d i s p l a y e d .  T h e y
provide  a  structured
a p p r o a c h  t o
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y
eliminate  possible
causes.

Wiring  Diagrams:
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For  power  system
i s s u e s ,  w i r i n g
d i a g r a m s  a r e
invaluable.  These
diagrams  show  the
layout of the electrical
components and allow
you to track wires and
find potential failures.

C o m p o n e n t
Loca t ions :  T h e
m a n u a l  u s u a l l y
includes  detai led
drawings showing the
location  of  various
components.  This
makes it much easier
to locate and inspect
the  parts  that  might
b e  c a u s i n g  t h e
problem.

P r a c t i c a l
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Strategies:

1. Safety First: If the red
light  indicates  a  critical
problem,  such  as  brake
malfunction,  quickly  pull
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over  to  a  safe  place  and
assess the situation. Avoid
riding  the  bike  until  the
problem is resolved.

2. Systematic Approach:
Follow  the  troubleshooting
char ts  in  the  manua l
attentively.  Don't  miss
steps or suppose the cause
without proper inspection.

3.  Proper  Tools:  Having
the  right  tools  is  crucial.
Your  service  manual  will
often  list  the  necessary
tools  for  specific  jobs.

4 .  C o n s u l t  a
Professional:  If  you're
uncertain  performing  any
repairs  yourself,  don't
hes i ta te  to  consu l t  a
qualified  mechanic.  It's
always  better  to  be  safe
than sorry.

In closing, the red light on
your  two  thousand  fifteen
Softail's  instrument  panel
shouldn't  be  overlooked.
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Using your service manual
efficiently  is  the  key  to
understanding the warning,
t roub leshoo t ing  the
difficulty,  and  ensuring  the
safe  and  t rustworthy
operation  of  your  bike.
Remember,  precautionary
maintenance  and  a  good
understanding  of  your
machine are essential for a
e n j o y a b l e  r i d i n g
experience.

F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d
Questions  (FAQs):

Q1:  My  2015  Softail
s e r v i c e  m a n u a l  i s
missing. Where can I get
a copy?

A1:  Y o u  c a n  u s u a l l y
purchase  a  copy  of  your
serv ice  manua l  f rom
H a r l e y - D a v i d s o n
showrooms  or  on l ine
vendors  specializing  in
motorcycle  parts  and
manuals.
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Q2:  The  red  l ight  is
flashing.  Does  this
c h a n g e  t h e
t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g
process?

A2: Yes, a flashing red light
often  suggests  a  more
urgent  or  intermittent
concern than a steady red
light.  Consult  your  service
manual  for  specific
instructions  related  to
flashing  lights.

Q3: Can I  ignore a  red
light  if  it's  not  causing
any obvious problems?

A3:  No .  A  red  l ight  i s
always a warning of a likely
difficulty.  Ignoring  it  can
lead to more critical issues
d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  a n d
possibly  endanger  your
security.

Q4:  My  service  manual
doesn't  explain  my
specific  red  light.  What
should  I  do?
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A4:  You can try searching
o n l i n e  f o r u m s  o r
communities  dedicated  to
H a r l e y - D a v i d s o n
motorcycles. You could also
reach out your local Harley-
Davidson  showroom  for
assistance.
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