Saints Behaving Badly The
Cutthroats Crooks Trollops Con Men
And Devil Worshippers Who Became
Saints

Saints Behaving Badly: The
Cutthroats, Crooks, Trollops, Con
Men, and Devil Worshippers Who
Became Saints

The hallowed halls of sainthood often present a picture of unwavering piety and
virtuous conduct. However, a closer look reveals a more complex reality. The
history of the Catholic Church, and indeed many other religious traditions, is
peppered with stories of individuals who, before their canonization, engaged in
activities that would shock modern sensibilities. This article delves into the
fascinating and often controversial lives of saints behaving badly, exploring the
cutthroats, crooks, trollops, con men, and even devil worshippers who ultimately
achieved sainthood. We'll examine the narratives surrounding these individuals,
considering the historical context and the evolving standards of sanctity.
Understanding these stories helps us understand the complexities of faith, the
process of canonization, and the ever-shifting moral landscape of religious
history.

The Paradox of Sainthood: A History of
Redemption

The very concept of sainthood implies a transformation, a radical shift from a life
of sin to one of profound holiness. This narrative arc - the sinner redeemed -
resonates deeply with the human experience. Many saints, before their
conversion, led lives characterized by what we might today consider egregious
sins. Understanding the path to sainthood requires acknowledging this paradox:
the juxtaposition of past transgressions with eventual spiritual elevation.

### Repentance and Radical Transformation

The key to understanding these "badly behaving saints" lies in the emphasis on
repentance and radical transformation. The Church's canonization process
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typically involves a rigorous investigation into the candidate's life, evaluating not
only their later virtuous acts but also their past failings. Repentance, a sincere
and demonstrable turning away from sin, often forms a crucial element in the
narrative of their sanctification. This highlights the importance of forgiveness and
redemption as core tenets of many faiths.

### The Evolution of Moral Standards: Contextualizing Sin

Interpreting the actions of historical figures requires considering the socio-
cultural context. What constituted a "sin" in the medieval period, for example,
may differ significantly from modern moral judgments. This is particularly
relevant when examining the lives of individuals accused of *deviant sexuality* or
*heresy*. The standards for acceptable behavior - even within the Church - have
evolved over time, leading to different interpretations of historical events.

Examples of Saints with Questionable Pasts

Numerous examples exist of individuals whose lives challenge our simplistic
notions of sainthood. Here are a few notable cases:

e Augustine of Hippo: Before his conversion, Augustine lived a life marked
by sexual promiscuity and intellectual pride. His "Confessions" offer a
powerful testament to his journey from sin to faith, making him a relatable
figure despite his questionable past. His story speaks volumes about the
possibility of redemption.

* Mary Magdalene: Often misrepresented as a prostitute, the biblical
accounts offer no definitive evidence to support this claim. Regardless of
her past, her devotion to Jesus after his resurrection solidified her place as
a significant figure in Christian tradition. The evolving interpretation of her
story highlights the ongoing debate surrounding the complexities of female
figures in religious narratives.

e Saint Aloysius Gonzaga: While not explicitly engaging in what we'd
consider "bad behavior" in the same vein as others on this list, the young
Gonzaga's extreme asceticism - bordering on self-harm - raises questions
about the boundaries of piety and the potential dangers of religious
extremism.

* Many Medieval Saints: Several saints from the medieval period display
dubious practices that stem from the historical and cultural norms of that
era. Violent conquests, questionable business practices, and the
exploitation of serfs are some behaviors that might be categorized
differently today, but their later acts of piety led to canonization.

These examples demonstrate that the path to sainthood is not always linear and
perfectly virtuous. It's often a journey marked by struggle, repentance, and
profound transformation.
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The Role of Miracles and Divine Intervention in
Canonization

The process of canonization involves a thorough investigation of miracles
attributed to the candidate after their death. These miracles often play a crucial
role in establishing the individual's sanctity and demonstrating their continued
influence even after death. The assessment of miracles adds another layer of
complexity to the process. Sometimes, the miracles attributed to saints with
questionable pasts help contextualize their radical transformation and serve as
powerful testaments to divine intervention.

Conclusion: Embracing the Complexity of Faith

The lives of saints behaving badly offer a compelling reminder that faith is not
always a straightforward, linear journey. It's often a complex and messy process,
filled with struggles, failures, and remarkable acts of redemption. By
acknowledging the complexities of these narratives, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the enduring power of faith, forgiveness, and transformation. The
evolving understanding of sainthood reflects our own evolving moral standards
and challenges us to grapple with the ambiguities inherent in the human
experience. These stories demonstrate that the path to holiness is not defined by
a pristine past, but by a commitment to spiritual growth, repentance, and
unwavering devotion.

FAQ

Q1: Are all saints who committed bad acts canonized? Al: No, certainly
not. The Church has strict criteria for canonization, and many individuals who
might have experienced significant moral failings never reach this status. The
presence of serious moral failings is usually a major obstacle.

Q2: How does the Church reconcile the problematic pasts of some saints
with their ultimate sainthood? A2: The Church emphasizes repentance,
radical transformation, and the efficacy of divine grace in the lives of these
individuals. The later virtuous actions and the miracles attributed to them are
often seen as evidence of their holiness.

Q3: Is it hypocritical to venerate saints who had morally reprehensible
pasts? A3: This is a question of faith and perspective. Some individuals might
find it difficult to reconcile, while others see these stories as powerful testaments
to the possibility of redemption and the transformative power of divine grace.

Q4: How does the process of canonization address these past
transgressions? A4: The canonization process involves extensive historical
research and investigation. Evidence of repentance and the extent of their later
virtuous life is weighed against their past actions.
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Q5: Do all religions have similar views on the "saints behaving badly"
phenomenon? A5: The concept of sainthood and the interpretation of past sins
vary across different religious traditions. Some might not even use the term
"saint" in the same way, having different processes for recognizing holiness.

Q6: Does studying these "badly behaving saints" diminish the
significance of sainthood? A6: No, it actually enriches our understanding of
sainthood by revealing its complexity and emphasizing the human element
inherent in the journey to holiness. It highlights that holiness is not perfection,
but a constant striving towards God.

Q7: How does this knowledge impact contemporary religious beliefs? A7:
It encourages a more nuanced and compassionate understanding of faith and the
human condition, prompting reflection on personal struggles and the possibilities
of transformation and redemption.

Q8: Are there any modern parallels to these historical examples? AS8:
Absolutely. Contemporary figures who have overcome significant personal
challenges and dedicated their lives to service or spiritual growth offer modern
parallels. Their stories, though different in context, carry similar messages of
redemption and transformation.

Saints Behaving Badly: The Cutthroats, Crooks,
Trollops, Con Men, and Devil Worshippers Who
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The revered halls of religious history are not always immaculate. While the
images of saints often depict serene figures radiating divine light, the biographies
of many individuals canonized by the faith reveal a far more complex reality. This
article delves into the surprising lives of some of history's most renowned saints,
those who, before attaining sainthood, engaged in morally ambiguous activities,
ranging from brutality to deception . Understanding these paradoxes offers a
valuable lesson in the fluid nature of faith, the human nature of even the most
devout individuals, and the sometimes opaque processes of canonization.

The methodology of sainthood is often a lengthy and meticulous one, involving
extensive scrutiny of a candidate's life and deeds . Yet, the requirements have
changed over centuries, sometimes favoring miraculous acts above moral
uprightness. This has resulted in the canonization of individuals whose pasts
clash with modern moral standards.

Consider, for example, the case of St. Augustine of Hippo. While lauded for his
profound philosophical contributions, his younger years were marked by
licentiousness. He indulged in sexual abandon, lived a life of extravagance , and
even fathered an illegitimate child . His eventual transformation to Christianity is
a powerful narrative of repentance and grace, but it doesn't expunge his past. His
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story highlights the capacity for human reformation, but it also prompts us to
ponder the standards by which we judge the past.

Similarly, the life story of St. Mary Magdalene often presents a romanticized
version of her past. Traditionally associated with being a penitent prostitute,
recent academic interpretations hypothesize a more nuanced picture. The
religious texts offer little concrete detail, leading to speculation and the creation
of a narrative that emphasized her repentance as a symbol of redemption. Her
story exemplifies the tendency to reinterpret the past to fit preconceived notions
of sanctity.

Moving beyond sexual misconduct, some saints' paths to sainthood were paved
with brutality. Several warrior saints, revered for their valor in battle , engaged in
acts that would be considered war crimes by modern standards. Their actions,
often justified within the context of spiritual wars or crusades, highlight the
complicated intersection of faith and warfare.

Furthermore, the claims against some saints involve heresy , suggesting
involvement in pagan practices or devil worship . While such claims are often
debated and disputed , they underscore the complicated realities of faith and the
struggles within religious communities throughout history.

The reality of these "saints behaving badly" challenges the romanticized
portrayals often presented in spiritual iconography and hagiography. It prompts a
critical analysis of the procedure of canonization and the criteria by which we
judge sanctity . Rather than rejecting these figures, we can use their narratives to
understand the complexity of faith, the imperfect nature of even the most
religious individuals, and the evolving nature of moral and faith-based standards
throughout history. By acknowledging the shortcomings of those we respect, we
gain a deeper understanding of both the human condition and the nature of faith
itself.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Why are saints with problematic pasts still canonized?

Al: The process of canonization has evolved over time, and past criteria
prioritized miracles and religious devotion above strict moral standards.
Furthermore, the interpretation of historical events and individual actions can be
subjective and influenced by changing societal values.

Q2: Doesn't the canonization of such figures undermine the credibility of
the Church?

A2: For some, it does raise questions about the institution's moral authority.
However, others argue that these stories demonstrate the power of redemption
and divine grace, even in the face of significant past wrongdoing.
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Q3: How should we reconcile the flawed past of a saint with their
current veneration?

A3: We can acknowledge both the positive contributions of the saint and the
problematic aspects of their past. This allows for a more realistic and nuanced
understanding of religious figures and the complexities of human history.

Q4: Does studying these "badly behaving saints" have any practical
benefits?

A4: Yes, it encourages critical thinking, challenges simplistic narratives, and
promotes a more nuanced understanding of faith, history, and morality. It also
helps us recognize the potential for change and redemption within ourselves and
others.
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