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Question—Why
We Suffer

The age-old question of why we
suffer plagues humanity. From the
smallest personal tragedies to
global catastrophes, the pervasive
reality of pain and suffering
challenges our understanding of a
benevolent God, particularly within
the framework of Abrahamic
religions. This article explores the
"problem of evil," focusing on how
the Bible, while offering comfort
and solace to many, ultimately
fails to provide a fully satisfactory
answer to the profoundly
important question of why
suffering exists. We will examine
various biblical attempts at
explanation, their inherent
limitations, and the resulting
theological and philosophical
challenges. Key terms such as
theodicy, divine justice, and
free will defense will be explored
in detail.
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The Biblical
Attempts at
Addressing Suffering

The Bible, particularly the Old
Testament, doesn't shy away from
depicting suffering. Job's story, a
cornerstone of theological debate,
showcases immense, inexplicable
suffering inflicted upon a righteous
man. The Psalms are filled with
cries of anguish and pleas for
divine intervention in the face of
hardship. Yet, the Bible offers no
single, consistent explanation for
why suffering exists. Instead, it
presents a complex tapestry of
explanations, each with its own
limitations.

##4# The Free Will Defense: A
Partial Solution?

One common theological response
to the problem of evil is the "free
will defense." This argument
suggests that God, in granting
humanity free will, allowed for the
possibility of evil and suffering.
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Humans, through their choices, are
responsible for much of the
suffering in the world. This
explanation, while offering a
degree of understanding regarding
human-caused suffering, fails to
account for natural disasters,
diseases, and the suffering of
innocent children—events
seemingly unconnected to human
free will. The question remains:
why would a benevolent God
create a world where such
suffering is possible, even if it's a
consequence of free will? This
highlights a fundamental limitation
of the free will defense in
addressing the full scope of the
problem of evil.

### Divine Punishment and the
Problem of Justice:

Another perspective posits that
suffering is often a consequence of
divine punishment for sin. This
view, prevalent throughout the Old
Testament, explains suffering as a
direct result of disobedience to
God's commands. However, this
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explanation faces significant
challenges. The disproportionate
suffering experienced by the
innocent, alongside the seemingly
arbitrary nature of divine
retribution, casts doubt on the
fairness and consistency of this
approach. Furthermore, the New
Testament emphasizes God's
grace and forgiveness, seemingly
contradicting the idea of strict
retribution as the primary cause of
suffering. This discrepancy
between Old and New Testament
perspectives further complicates
the biblical explanation for
suffering.

### Suffering as a Means to
Spiritual Growth:

Some interpretations suggest that
suffering serves a redemptive
purpose, refining character and
fostering spiritual growth. This
perspective resonates with many
who find meaning and purpose in
overcoming hardship. However,
this explanation struggles to justify
the vast scale of needless

Gods Problem How The Bible Fails To Answer

Our Most Important Questionwhy We Suffer

5



Gods Problem How The Bible Fails To
Answer Our Most Important
Questionwhy We Suffer

suffering, particularly suffering
that leads to death or irreversible
damage. Is the spiritual growth of
a few individuals worth the
immense suffering endured by
countless others? This raises
serious ethical and philosophical
concerns.

The Limitations of
Biblical Answers and
the Persistence of
the Problem of Evil

The biblical attempts to explain
suffering, while offering some
comfort and spiritual
understanding, ultimately fall short
of providing a comprehensive and
satisfactory answer. The
inconsistencies within the biblical
narrative, the inability to reconcile
divine justice with the scale of
suffering, and the lack of a clear,
unified theological position
contribute to the ongoing debate
surrounding the problem of evil.
Many find the explanations
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inadequate and insufficient to
address the existential angst
caused by the pervasive reality of
suffering. This inadequacy has led
many to question the very nature
of God, his omnipotence,
omniscience, and benevolence.
The inability of the Bible to
convincingly reconcile these divine
attributes with the reality of
suffering remains a central
challenge for believers and non-
believers alike. The implications
are profound, touching upon
fundamental questions about faith,
morality, and the meaning of life.

Beyond the Bible:
Philosophical and
Theological
Responses

The limitations of the biblical
approach to the problem of evil
have driven theologians and
philosophers to develop alternative
explanations. These range from
process theology, which views God
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as a being who evolves and
interacts dynamically with the
world, to arguments emphasizing
the inherent mystery of God's
ways. These perspectives attempt
to reconcile God's attributes with
the existence of suffering in ways
that the Bible, with its literal
interpretations, often struggles to
achieve. This signifies the ongoing
evolution of theological thought in
grappling with this fundamental
question. The search for a
satisfactory answer remains an
active area of intellectual and
spiritual inquiry.

Conclusion: The
Unresolved Question

The "God's problem," or the
problem of evil, as articulated by
the question of why we suffer,
remains a central challenge to
faith and reason. While the Bible
offers glimpses into understanding
suffering through the lens of free
will, divine justice, and spiritual
growth, these explanations are
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ultimately insufficient to address
the full complexity and scope of
the issue. The persistent reality of
suffering, especially innocent
suffering, casts a long shadow over
attempts to reconcile a loving and
omnipotent God with the world as
we experience it. The ongoing
debate highlights the need for
continued theological reflection
and the importance of
acknowledging the limitations of
current explanations. The question
of why we suffer continues to be a
fundamental, unresolved question
demanding honest and continuous
engagement.

FAQ

Q1: Does the Bible completely
ignore the problem of
suffering?

Al: No, the Bible extensively
addresses suffering, especially in
books like Job and Psalms.
However, it doesn't offer a single,
universally accepted answer to
*why* suffering exists. The
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different approaches taken
throughout scripture, sometimes
seemingly contradictory,
contribute to the complexity of the
problem.

Q2: If God is all-powerful, why
doesn't he prevent suffering?

A2: This is the crux of the problem
of evil. Theological responses vary
widely. Some suggest God allows
suffering due to free will, while
others propose it serves a greater
purpose (spiritual growth), or that
it's a consequence of a fallen
world. However, none of these fully
explain the immense scale and
seemingly random nature of much
suffering.

Q3: Is it possible to reconcile
faith with the existence of
suffering?

A3: Many people successfully
reconcile faith and suffering. Their
approaches might include finding
meaning in suffering, emphasizing
the importance of compassion and
empathy, focusing on God's grace
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and love, or accepting the mystery
of God's ways. However, others
struggle with this reconciliation,
and their doubts are valid.

Q4: What are some alternative
theological perspectives on
suffering?

A4: Process theology, for example,
offers a different model of God,
one who is not entirely omnipotent
in the traditional sense but works
within the limits of a dynamic,
evolving universe. Other
perspectives emphasize the role of
human responsibility, the
importance of community support,
or the acceptance of suffering as
part of the human condition.

Q5: How does the problem of
evil affect belief in God?

A5: For some, the problem of evil
strengthens their faith by
challenging them to grapple with
complex theological questions. For
others, it raises serious doubts
about the existence or nature of
God. There is no single answer; the
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impact is deeply personal.

Q6: Is there a definitive answer
to the problem of evil?

A6: No, there is no universally
accepted, definitive answer to the
problem of evil. The question
remains a subject of ongoing
philosophical and theological
debate. Different perspectives
offer partial explanations, but none
fully resolve the inherent
paradoxes.

Q7: How should we respond to
suffering in light of this
problem?

A7: Responses vary widely based
on individual beliefs and
experiences. Some find solace in
faith, while others focus on
practical action, empathy, and
community support for those who
suffer. Ultimately, a meaningful
response to suffering involves
compassion, action, and a
willingness to grapple with the
complex issues it raises.

Gods Problem How The Bible Fails To Answer
Our Most Important Questionwhy We Suffer

12



Gods Problem How The Bible Fails To
Answer Our Most Important
Questionwhy We Suffer

Q8: What are the implications
of the problem of evil for
morality?

A8: The problem of evil raises
profound ethical questions about
justice, responsibility, and the
meaning of life. It forces us to
confront difficult questions about
the nature of good and evil, and
the role of human action in a world
filled with suffering. It encourages
critical examination of our moral
frameworks and compels us to
search for ways to mitigate
suffering and build a more just and
compassionate world.

God's Problem: How
the Bible Struggles
to Answer Our Most
Important Question:
Why We Suffer?

The age-old question of why we
suffer plagues humanity. Across
cultures and throughout history,
individuals have grappled with the
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unavoidable reality of pain, loss,
and injustice. Many find solace in
religious belief, particularly within
the framework of the Bible. Yet, for
many others, the Bible's attempts
to address the problem of suffering
prove inadequate . This article
delves into this complex issue,
exploring the biblical narratives
concerning suffering and arguing
that, despite its spiritual depth, the
Bible ultimately offers a lacking
answer to why we suffer.

The Bible, a collection of texts
spanning centuries, portrays a God
who is both omnipotent and
omnibenevolent - all-powerful and
all-good. This seemingly
straightforward assertion forms the
foundation of the problem of
suffering. If God possesses both
attributes, the existence of
gratuitous suffering - suffering that
serves no apparent objective -
becomes logically inconsistent with
God’s nature. The presence of
widespread suffering, including the
suffering of innocent children,
seemingly refutes the idea of an
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all-powerful and all-good deity.

The Bible provides several
explanations for suffering, none of
which fully address the central
paradox. The Book of Job, for
example, famously examines the
question of why a righteous man
suffers. While Job's story
underscores God's sovereignty and
the boundary of human
understanding, it doesn't offer a
clear, satisfying answer to *why*
Job, or anyone else, should endure
such immense pain. The narrative
ultimately concludes with Job's
restoration, but the reason for his
suffering remains largely
ambiguous.

Another common biblical
explanation centers on the concept
of transgression and its
consequences. The narrative of the
Fall in Genesis suggests that
humanity's suffering is a direct
result of Adam and Eve's
disobedience. This explanation
however, fails to account for the
suffering of infants, animals, and
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those who appear to live
exceptionally virtuous lives.
Attributing all suffering to original
sin extends the logic beyond its
tearing point, especially in the face
of the sheer scale and randomness
of suffering in the world.

Furthermore, the Bible’s portrayals
of God's actions often raise
questions about his benevolence.
The Old Testament is filled with
accounts of divine retributions,
often involving immense suffering
inflicted upon entire populations.
While these actions might be
interpreted within a specific
theological framework, they
nonetheless contradict the image
of a compassionate and loving God
who would allow such widespread
misery.

The problem of suffering is further
exacerbated by the biblical
emphasis on free will. While God is
portrayed as possessing
foreknowledge into future events,
the idea of human free will implies
that individuals are responsible for
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their actions and their
consequences. However, this
raises questions about the nature
of divine intervention. If God
knows that suffering will occur,
why does He not intervene to
prevent it? This highlights the
dissonance between divine
omniscience, omnipotence, and
the apparent lack of divine
intervention in the face of human
suffering.

In conclusion , the Bible's efforts to
reconcile God's attributes with the
reality of suffering remain
inadequate. While the Bible offers
comfort, hope, and a framework
for understanding suffering
through faith, it does not provide a
logically compelling or universally
satisfactory answer to the
fundamental question of *why*.
The theological explanations
offered often seem insufficient in
the face of the depth and
randomness of human suffering.
The faith-based approach, while
providing solace for some, leaves
many struggling to reconcile their
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beliefs with the harsh realities of
the world.

The problem of suffering is not one
that can be neatly solved or easily
dismissed. It is a profound and
deeply personal question that each
individual must grapple with in
their own way. The Bible, while
offering valuable spiritual
perspectives, ultimately falls short
of providing a comprehensive and
logically consistent answer to why
we suffer. The continued
exploration and discussion of this
complex issue remains a crucial
element in the ongoing search for
meaning and purpose in a world
filled with pain and injustice.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Q: Does the Bible completely
ignore the problem of
suffering?

A: No, the Bible extensively
addresses suffering, but its
explanations are often theological
and don't offer a definitive,
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universally accepted answer to
*why* it exists.

2. Q: Are there alternative
perspectives on suffering
besides those found in the
Bible?

A: Yes, many philosophical and
theological perspectives address
suffering, including those that
don't rely on religious faith. These
often focus on the meaning we
create in response to suffering,
rather than seeking a divine
explanation.

3. Q: If the Bible doesn't fully
answer the problem of
suffering, is it a flawed text?

A: Whether the Bible is "flawed" is
a matter of faith and
interpretation. The Bible's lack of a
comprehensive explanation for
suffering doesn't necessarily
invalidate its other spiritual and
moral teachings.

4. Q: How can | cope with

suffering if | find the biblical
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explanations unsatisfying?

A: Coping with suffering is a
deeply personal journey. Exploring
philosophical perspectives, seeking
support from loved ones, engaging
in self-care practices, and finding
meaning in other areas of life can
all be helpful. Professional
counseling may also be beneficial.
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