Flashman And The Redskins Papers 7 George Macdonald Fraser

Flashman and the Redskins Papers: A Deep Dive into George MacDonald Fraser's Seventh
Novel

George MacDonald Fraser's *Flashman and the Redskins Papers*, the seventh installment in the wildly popular Flashman series, offers a characteristically witty and cynical take on the Wild West and the
complexities of 19th-century American expansion. This article delves into the novel's key elements, exploring its historical context, Fraser's unique writing style, and the enduring appeal of its roguish protagonist,
Harry Flashman. We'll examine the novel's humorous portrayal of the American frontier, the intricacies of its plot, and the ethical ambiguities that define Flashman's character.

A Synopsis of Intrigue and Cowardice

The novel plunges us into the chaotic landscape of the American West in the 1860s. Flashman, ever the opportunist, finds himself entangled in the machinations of various factions, including the U.S. Army,
ambitious politicians, and of course, the Native American tribes. He stumbles upon a cache of compromising documents - the titular "Redskins Papers" - that threaten to expose a vast conspiracy involving land
grabs, political corruption, and the brutal realities of westward expansion. *Flashman and the Redskins Papers* features a diverse cast of characters, from grizzled frontiersmen to powerful senators, all vying for
control and influence. The narrative weaves together historical events and fictional characters with Fraser's trademark wit, creating a fast-paced and engaging story. The plot hinges on Flashman’s accidental
discovery of this critical documentation, forcing him, against his better judgment (and natural inclination towards self-preservation), to navigate treacherous situations. This episode highlights a crucial theme
running through the entire Flashman series: the juxtaposition of historical events with the incredibly unreliable (and often comedic) narration of a profoundly self-serving character.

Fraser's Masterful Blend of History and Humor

George MacDonald Fraser's writing style is one of the defining features of the *Flashman* novels. He masterfully blends meticulously researched historical detail with uproarious humor and a thoroughly unheroic
protagonist. In *Flashman and the Redskins Papers*, this blend is particularly effective. The novel vividly portrays the brutality and complexities of the American frontier, while simultaneously lampooning the
romantic myths that often surround it. Fraser doesn’t shy away from depicting the violence and injustice inherent in the westward expansion, showing the harsh realities faced by both Native Americans and settlers.
Yet, he presents this through the cynical lens of Flashman, whose cowardice and self-interest often lead to unintentionally humorous consequences. This unique combination of serious historical subject matter and
lighthearted storytelling is one reason why the Flashman series continues to attract readers. This masterful interplay of historical fiction and comedy contributes significantly to the book’s lasting appeal and is a key
aspect of its enduring popularity.

Flashman's Character: A Study in Contradiction

Harry Flashman, the series' anti-hero, is perhaps its greatest strength. He's a coward, a liar, a bully, and a philanderer - yet he remains undeniably charming and surprisingly resourceful. In *Flashman and the
Redskins Papers*, his usual self-serving motives are intertwined with moments of unexpected compassion and even (dare we say it?) heroism. This element of surprise in Flashman’s character underscores the
complexity of Fraser’s writing; he subverts traditional notions of heroism and forces the reader to confront the moral ambiguities of historical events. This unconventional protagonist is a significant contributor to the
success of the series and adds a unique dimension to what would otherwise be a standard historical narrative. The reader is constantly aware of Flashman’s inherent flaws, yet somehow continues to find him both
reprehensible and engaging. This paradoxical appeal is a testament to Fraser’s skillful characterization.

Historical Accuracy and Artistic License: A Balancing Act

Fraser's commitment to historical accuracy is evident throughout the *Flashman* series, and *Flashman and the Redskins Papers* is no exception. He meticulously researches the historical events and figures he
incorporates into his narratives, grounding his fiction in a solid base of factual information. However, he also takes considerable artistic license, weaving his fictional protagonist into real historical situations and
adding layers of humorous embellishment. This careful blend of fact and fiction is a key element of the series' success, allowing readers to learn about history in an entertaining and engaging way. While the events
of the American frontier are faithfully depicted, Flashman's involvement and his sometimes exaggerated accounts act as a humorous commentary on these events, highlighting both their glory and their grim reality.
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Conclusion: A Timeless Tale of Adventure and Deception

*Flashman and the Redskins Papers* stands as a testament to George MacDonald Fraser's unique talent for blending historical fiction, humor, and a compelling anti-hero. The novel offers a captivating adventure
story set against the backdrop of a turbulent period in American history, while simultaneously delivering insightful commentary on themes of colonialism, political corruption, and the complexities of human nature.
Flashman's journey through the Wild West is not only entertaining but also encourages readers to question traditional narratives and reassess their perceptions of heroism. The book’s enduring popularity lies in its
captivating blend of humor, historical accuracy, and a thoroughly engaging, albeit morally questionable, protagonist.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q1: Is *Flashman and the Redskins Papers* historically accurate?

Al: Fraser meticulously researched the historical context of the American West in the 1860s. Many of the events and figures depicted in the novel are based on real-life occurrences and individuals. However, the
novel incorporates fictional elements, particularly Flashman’s involvement and his subjective narration, which takes creative liberties with historical events. The book should be read as historical fiction, not a
definitive historical account.

Q2: What makes Flashman such a compelling character?

A2: Flashman's appeal lies in his paradoxical nature. He is utterly despicable in many ways, exhibiting cowardice, dishonesty, and a profound self-interest. Yet, he is also surprisingly resourceful, often finding himself
thrust into situations where his very flaws contribute to unexpected successes. This morally ambiguous nature makes him a fascinating and unforgettable character, unlike conventional heroes.

Q3: How does the novel portray Native Americans?

A3: The novel attempts to present a nuanced view of Native American tribes in the American West, acknowledging the injustices and brutality they faced during westward expansion. However, it's essential to
remember that the narrative is filtered through Flashman’s perspective, which is inherently biased. Therefore, critical reading is needed to appreciate the representation of this complex topic within the larger
context of the novel.

Q4: What is the significance of the "Redskins Papers"?

A4: The "Redskins Papers" are a central plot device, representing the corruption and political intrigue surrounding land acquisition and westward expansion. They contain compromising information that threatens
powerful individuals, forcing Flashman into a dangerous situation, thus driving the main conflict of the novel.

Q5: What is the overall tone of the book?

A5: The tone is primarily humorous and satirical. Fraser uses wit and irony to lampoon the romantic myths surrounding the Wild West, exposing the darker side of westward expansion. While serious issues are
addressed, they are typically presented through the prism of Flashman's cynical and self-serving perspective, creating a darkly comedic effect.

Q6: How does *Flashman and the Redskins Papers* fit into the overall Flashman series?

A6: *Flashman and the Redskins Papers* continues the episodic nature of the series, offering a self-contained adventure while enriching the overarching narrative of Flashman’s life and escapades. It builds upon
previously established character traits and reinforces the series’ distinctive blend of historical fiction and humor.

Q7: Is this book suitable for all readers?

A7: While the book is entertaining, it contains adult themes, including violence, sexual content, and morally questionable behaviour. Therefore, it is more suitable for mature readers. Readers sensitive to such
content should be aware before engaging with the material.

Q8: Where can | find more information about George MacDonald Fraser and the Flashman series?

A8: Numerous websites and resources are dedicated to George MacDonald Fraser and the Flashman novels. A good starting point would be searching for "George MacDonald Fraser" or "Flashman Papers" on various
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online bookstores, libraries, or literary websites. Many fan forums and online communities also exist where readers discuss the books and share insights.
Flashman and the Redskins Papers 7: George MacDonald Fraser's Masterclass in Historical Fiction

George MacDonald Fraser's seventh installment in the Flashman saga, *Flashman and the Redskins Papers*, stands as a example to his unparalleled ability to meld historical verisimilitude with irreverent humor. This
analysis delves into the book's intricacies, analyzing its narrative methods, personality evolution, and its permanent effect on the genre of historical fiction.

The narrative transpires during the chaotic period of the American Internal War. Flashman, our dubious narrator, finds himself unexpectedly embroiled in the conflict, not through courageous attack, but through a
series of fortunate accidents. His participation is propelled primarily by self-preservation and a sharp sense of advantage. This is, after all, Flashman.

Fraser's masterful handling of the historical setting is unmatched. He seamlessly incorporates real historical individuals, occurrences, and places into his tale, producing a vibrant and plausible world. The spectator is
submerged in the mood of the period, observing the cruelty and turmoil of the war alongside Flashman's timid but miraculously successful maneuvers.

Flashman himself suffers a extent of character evolution in this instalment. While he continues his customarily egocentric self, the gravity of the war's results occasionally forces him to confront his own
shortcomings. This is not a change of character, but rather a subtle shift in his outlook, a glimpse of empathy that momentarily breaks through his dubious facade.

The tale's comedy is quintessentially Fraserian. It's a mix of clever dialogue, ironic situations, and over-the-top descriptions. The humor functions not only to entertain, but also to observe on the folly of war and the
hypocrisy of those in authority.

The style is concise, interesting, and smoothly paced. Fraser's mastery in creating plausible individuals and gripping tales is apparent throughout the whole book.

In summary, *Flashman and the Redskins Papers* is a classic of historical fiction. It seamlessly blends historical precision with comical wit, creating a bookish experience that is both amusing and thought-provoking.
Fraser's skill as a narrator is undeniable, and this novel functions as a suitable conclusion to the famous Flashman series.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. Is *Flashman and the Redskins Papers* a standalone novel? No, it's the seventh book in the Flashman series, and understanding previous events enhances the enjoyment.
2. What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is predominantly humorous and satirical, though it touches upon serious themes of war and its impact.

3. Is it historically accurate? Fraser takes considerable liberties with historical events, using them as a backdrop for Flashman's adventures. However, the historical context is generally well-researched and
believable.

4. Who would enjoy reading this book? Readers who enjoy historical fiction with a strong dose of humor and adventure will find it highly entertaining. Those familiar with the previous Flashman books will
appreciate the continuation of the character arc.

5. Is the book suitable for all ages? Due to the presence of adult themes and language, it is best suited for mature readers.
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