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The Education National Curriculum Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study in History England Order 2000 represented a significant
moment in English education. This landmark legislation shaped how history was taught in schools for over a decade, influencing pedagogical
approaches, assessment strategies, and ultimately, the historical understanding of a generation. This article delves into its key features,
impact, and lasting legacy, examining its attainment targets, programmes of study, and the broader context of curriculum reform in England at
the turn of the millennium. We will explore keywords such as *historical enquiry*, *chronological understanding*, *historical interpretation*, and
*assessment in history*.

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Historical Education

The late 1990s and early 2000s witnessed a period of significant educational reform in England. The Education Reform Act 1988 had already
introduced a National Curriculum, but the 2000 Order brought about refinements, particularly in subject-specific programmes of study. The
History Order aimed to foster a deeper and more nuanced understanding of the past, moving beyond rote learning of facts and dates towards a
more analytical and skills-based approach. This shift reflected a growing emphasis on *historical enquiry* - the process of investigating the past
using evidence and critical thinking.

Key Features of the 2000 History Curriculum: Attainment Targets and Programmes of
Study

The 2000 Order established attainment targets, which defined the expected levels of achievement for pupils at different key stages (KS). These
targets were broken down into more specific programmes of study outlining the historical knowledge, concepts, and skills pupils should
develop. Key elements included:

e Chronological Understanding: The curriculum stressed the importance of understanding historical chronology, placing events within
their appropriate timeframes and recognizing cause-and-effect relationships. Pupils were expected to develop skills in constructing
timelines and interpreting historical periods. For example, understanding the sequence of events leading to the Norman Conquest
became crucial.

¢ Historical Interpretation: The Order emphasized the importance of analyzing different historical interpretations and perspectives.
Pupils were encouraged to question sources, identify bias, and understand how historians construct narratives. This challenged the
traditional emphasis on a single, definitive historical account.

¢ Investigative Skills: The curriculum highlighted the development of *historical enquiry* skills. Pupils were expected to use a variety of
sources - primary and secondary - to conduct research, formulate arguments, and draw conclusions based on evidence. This involved
learning skills such as source evaluation, note-taking, and presentation of findings.

* Knowledge and Understanding: While skills-based learning was emphasized, the curriculum also specified specific historical periods
and topics that students should study. This ensured coverage of key events and themes within British history, as well as some aspects of
world history.

The attainment targets provided a framework for assessment, enabling teachers to gauge pupil progress and identify areas needing further
support. The emphasis on *assessment in history* moved beyond simple recall of facts to encompass a broader range of skills and
understanding.

Impact and Legacy: Shaping a Generation of Historians

The 2000 History Order had a profound and lasting impact on history education in England. Its focus on *historical interpretation* and *historical
enquiry* fostered a more critical and analytical approach to the subject. However, its implementation wasn’t without challenges. The detailed
programmes of study were sometimes criticized for being overly prescriptive, potentially limiting teachers’ creativity and flexibility.
Furthermore, concerns were raised about the balance between breadth and depth of coverage, with some arguing that the curriculum
attempted to cover too much ground in too little time.

Comparison with Subsequent Curricula: Evolution and Change

Subsequent revisions to the National Curriculum for history have built upon the foundations laid by the 2000 Order. While the specific
attainment targets and programmes of study have evolved, the emphasis on skills such as historical enquiry and interpretation remains central.
Later curricula have attempted to address some of the criticisms levelled at the 2000 version, offering greater flexibility to teachers while
maintaining a focus on key historical knowledge and understanding.
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Conclusion: A Turning Point in History Education

The Education National Curriculum Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study in History England Order 2000 marked a significant turning
point in the teaching of history in England. By emphasizing skills-based learning, critical thinking, and historical interpretation, it sought to move
beyond the memorization of facts towards a deeper and more nuanced understanding of the past. While challenges existed in its
implementation, its legacy continues to shape the way history is taught and learned in English schools today. Its emphasis on *chronological
understanding* and the use of primary sources remains a cornerstone of effective historical education.

FAQ
Q1: What were the main criticisms of the 2000 History Order?

Al: Criticisms included the perceived overly prescriptive nature of the programmes of study, potentially limiting teacher autonomy and
creativity. Concerns were also raised about the balance between breadth and depth of coverage, with some arguing that the curriculum tried to
cover too much in limited time. Finally, the assessment methods were sometimes criticized for not fully capturing the range of skills and
understanding the curriculum aimed to develop.

Q2: How did the 2000 Order influence assessment practices in history?

A2: The Order shifted the focus of assessment away from purely factual recall towards a more holistic approach that encompassed a wider
range of skills, including historical interpretation, analysis of sources, and the construction of historical arguments. This led to a greater
emphasis on assessment tasks requiring students to demonstrate their understanding through extended writing, source analysis, and project
work.

Q3: How did the 2000 Order address the issue of historical bias?

A3: The Order explicitly addressed the issue of historical bias by emphasizing the importance of examining different historical interpretations
and perspectives. Students were encouraged to critically analyze sources, identify potential biases, and understand how historians construct
narratives, promoting a more nuanced and critical understanding of the past.

Q4: Did the 2000 Order include any global history content?

A4: Yes, while the curriculum primarily focused on British history, it also included some elements of world history, although the extent of this
coverage varied depending on the key stage and specific programmes of study. This reflected a growing recognition of the interconnectedness
of global history and the importance of broadening students' historical perspectives beyond a purely national focus.

Q5: How did the 2000 Order impact teacher training and professional development?

A5: The Order prompted a renewed focus on teacher training and professional development in history. Teachers needed to adapt their teaching
methodologies to align with the new emphasis on skills-based learning, historical enquiry, and the use of diverse sources. This led to increased
opportunities for professional development focusing on these areas.

Q6: What were the key differences between the 2000 History Curriculum and previous iterations?

A6: The key differences included a stronger emphasis on historical skills (analysis, interpretation, enquiry), a greater focus on understanding
different historical interpretations and perspectives, and a more structured approach to teaching chronology. Previous curricula often
emphasized rote learning of facts and a more linear presentation of historical narratives.

Q7: What is the lasting legacy of the 2000 History Order?

A7: The enduring legacy is the continued emphasis on developing students’ historical skills, critical thinking abilities, and understanding of
different historical interpretations. This approach, while refined in subsequent curriculum revisions, continues to shape how history is taught
and learned in England.

Q8: Where can | find more information about the 2000 History Order?

A8: While the original documentation may be difficult to find online in its entirety, information can be gleaned from archives of government
websites, academic papers discussing curriculum reform in England during that period, and educational journals focusing on history teaching.
Searching for "National Curriculum History England 2000" in academic databases will yield relevant resources.

Deconstructing the Past: A Deep Dive into the History Curriculum of 2000

The period 2000 marked a major shift in English education. The release of "The Education National Curriculum Attainment Targets and
Programmes of Study in History England Order 2000" indicated a large overhaul of how history was instructed in English schools. This order laid
out the targets for students at different key stages, shaping the knowledge of history of a generation of young individuals. This article will
investigate the core components of this important legislation, analyzing its effect and result.

The 2000 Order aimed to foster a deeper appreciation of history, moving beyond simple recall of dates to a more nuanced analysis of the past.
The syllabus highlighted critical thinking, such as evidence evaluation, temporal reasoning, and causal reasoning. This shift reflected a wider
pedagogical movement toward active learning, fostering pupils to question with historical narratives.

The Order categorized the program into key stages, each with its own set of educational goals. For example, younger students were familiarized
to basic chronological concepts, significant events in British history, and community history. As learners progressed through the grades, the
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sophistication of the content increased, demanding a more comprehensive understanding of historical events, influences, and outcomes.

One important aspect of the 2000 Order was its emphasis on research. Pupils were expected to formulate their own historical questions,
assemble data, and create interpretations backed by proof. This method mirrored progress in academic history, highlighting the uncertain
character of historical understanding.

The implementation of the 2000 Order was not without its obstacles. Educators required considerable training to effectively implement the new
syllabus. The requirements of the program, particularly the focus on historical inquiry, placed demands on teachers and learners alike.
Concerns were also raised about the proportion of British and world history in the curriculum.

Despite these difficulties, the 2000 Order left a mark on history teaching in England. It helped to develop a more engaged and critical technique
to the teaching of history, providing learners with the competencies necessary to understand the past in a significant way. The legacy of the
2000 Order can still be observed in the modern history curriculum, which persists in promote historical understanding and critical thinking.

In conclusion, the Education National Curriculum Attainment Targets and Programmes of Study in History England Order 2000 represented a
significant attempt to revise history education in England. While difficulties existed in its execution, its focus on research, critical thinking, and a
deeper appreciation of the past continues to matter. The Order served as a framework for subsequent changes to the history curriculum,
continuing to shape how history is understood in English schools today.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What were the main goals of the 2000 History Curriculum Order?

Al: The main goals were to move beyond rote learning, foster critical thinking skills, encourage historical inquiry, and develop a deeper
understanding and appreciation of the past, incorporating both British and global perspectives.

Q2: How did the 2000 Order change the way history was taught?

A2: It shifted the focus from memorization to analysis and interpretation, emphasizing source analysis, chronological understanding, and the
construction of evidence-based arguments. Active learning and student-led inquiry became central.

Q3: What were some of the challenges in implementing the 2000 Order?

A3: Teacher training and professional development were crucial but challenging. The increased demands on both teachers and students
regarding inquiry-based learning posed significant hurdles. Balancing national and international perspectives also presented difficulties.

Q4: What is the lasting legacy of the 2000 Order?

A4: The emphasis on critical thinking, historical inquiry, and a deeper understanding of the past remains central to history education in
England. The Order's influence can be seen in subsequent curriculum revisions.
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