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A Deep Dive
Migrating to SAP S/4HANA is a significant
undertaking, and understanding the simplification
list is crucial for a smooth transition. This article
delves into the simplification list for SAP S/4HANA
on-premise edition 1511, exploring its components,
benefits, and practical implications. We'll cover key
aspects such as data migration, custom code
remediation, business process optimization,
and the overall impact on system landscape
simplification. This comprehensive guide will
equip you with the knowledge necessary to
navigate the complexities of this powerful ERP
system.

Introduction: Understanding
the Simplification List
The SAP S/4HANA simplification list is a critical
document outlining the functionalities removed,
changed, or simplified during the transition to
S/4HANA. For the 1511 on-premise edition, this list
represents a significant step towards a streamlined,
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modern ERP system. Understanding this list is not
just about technicalities; it's about strategic
planning for your organization's digital
transformation. Ignoring the implications of this list
can lead to significant delays, increased costs, and
potential disruptions during the migration process.
This article aims to demystify the simplification list,
providing you with the information necessary to
plan and execute a successful S/4HANA
implementation.

Benefits of Utilizing the
Simplification List for SAP
S/4HANA 1511
The simplification list isn't just a list of removed
features; it’s a roadmap to a more efficient and
effective business process. Leveraging the
simplification list offers numerous advantages:

Reduced Complexity: S/4HANA 1511,
guided by its simplification list, significantly
reduces the complexity inherent in older SAP
systems. This leads to easier maintenance,
faster processing times, and reduced IT
overhead.
Improved Performance: By removing
obsolete or redundant functionalities, the
system's performance improves drastically.
Transactions are faster, and resource
utilization is optimized.
Cost Savings: The simplification list
contributes to long-term cost savings through
reduced maintenance efforts, improved
system performance, and simplified user
training.
Enhanced User Experience: Streamlined
processes and a modern interface contribute
to a better user experience, leading to
increased productivity and user satisfaction.
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Future-Proofing Your Business: Embracing
the simplifications ensures your organization
remains compatible with future SAP updates
and innovations.

Navigating the Simplification
List: Practical Considerations
Effectively using the simplification list requires a
structured approach. Here’s a breakdown of key
steps:

Assessment and Analysis: Begin by
thoroughly reviewing the simplification list to
identify functionalities affected within your
current SAP landscape. This involves
analyzing your existing business processes
and identifying potential impacts.
Gap Analysis: Compare your current
system's functionalities with those available in
S/4HANA 1511. This gap analysis helps
pinpoint areas needing customization or
process adjustments.
Custom Code Remediation: A significant
portion of the simplification list focuses on
custom code. You'll need a strategy to
remediate or replace custom code that is no
longer supported in S/4HANA 1511. This often
involves extensive testing and validation.
Data Migration Planning: The simplification
list influences data migration strategies. You
need to plan how to migrate data while
addressing any changes in data structures or
functionalities. Understanding the impact on
your master data, transaction data, and
custom tables is vital.
Business Process Optimization: Use the
simplification list as an opportunity to
optimize your business processes. The
removal of certain functionalities might
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prompt you to streamline operations and
enhance efficiency. This is where the
business process optimization element
becomes crucial.

System Landscape
Simplification: A Key Outcome
One of the significant goals of the SAP S/4HANA
simplification list, especially for the 1511 on-
premise edition, is system landscape simplification.
This means consolidating multiple systems into a
single, unified platform. This leads to:

Reduced Infrastructure Costs: Fewer
systems mean lower hardware, software, and
maintenance costs.
Improved Data Consistency: Centralized
data management ensures better data quality
and consistency across the organization.
Enhanced Reporting and Analytics: A
simplified system landscape facilitates more
efficient data analysis and reporting.

Conclusion: Embracing
Simplification for Success
The simplification list for SAP S/4HANA on-premise
edition 1511 is not an obstacle; it's a catalyst for
transformation. By proactively addressing the
changes outlined in the list, organizations can reap
significant benefits, including improved efficiency,
reduced costs, and enhanced agility. A well-planned
migration, guided by a thorough understanding of
the simplification list, ensures a smooth transition to
a modern, streamlined ERP system. Remember that
comprehensive planning, thorough testing, and
expert assistance are key to successful
implementation.
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FAQ: Addressing Common
Queries
Q1: What happens to functionalities removed
in the simplification list?

A1: Functionalities removed from the simplification
list are no longer supported in S/4HANA 1511. You'll
need to find alternative solutions, often involving
replacing the functionality with equivalent features
in S/4HANA or implementing custom solutions.

Q2: How do I access the official SAP
simplification list for 1511?

A2: Access to the official SAP simplification list
usually requires access to the SAP Service
Marketplace or your SAP support portal. Your SAP
support representative can provide guidance.

Q3: What is the impact on custom code during
the migration?

A3: Custom code needs to be thoroughly reviewed
and assessed for compatibility with S/4HANA 1511.
Many older custom programs might require
significant remediation or even complete
replacement to function properly in the new system.

Q4: How long does the simplification process
usually take?

A4: The time required for simplification depends
heavily on the complexity of your existing SAP
system, the extent of custom code, and the
resources dedicated to the project. It can range
from several months to a year or more.

Q5: Is it mandatory to address all
simplification items?

A5: While not all simplifications might directly
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impact your business processes, a thorough
analysis is crucial. Ignoring potential issues can lead
to problems later in the process. Prioritize
simplifications based on their impact on your critical
business functions.

Q6: What kind of support is available from
SAP during this transition?

A6: SAP offers various support services, including
consulting, training, and technical assistance, to
help organizations navigate the simplification
process. Leveraging these resources significantly
reduces the risk of implementation issues.

Q7: What are the potential risks of ignoring
the simplification list?

A7: Ignoring the simplification list could result in
significant delays, increased costs, system
instability, and unexpected disruptions to business
operations. It's crucial to understand and address
the implications of the simplifications from the
outset.

Q8: Can I upgrade directly from an older SAP
system to S/4HANA 1511?

A8: Direct upgrades from very old systems to
S/4HANA 1511 are usually not recommended.
Consider a phased approach, possibly involving an
intermediate upgrade step, to ensure a smoother
and more successful transition.

Simplifying the Colossus: A
Deep Dive into SAP S/4HANA
On-Premise Edition 1511
Simplification List
SAP S/4HANA, a groundbreaking enterprise resource
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planning (ERP) system, promised a optimized
landscape. However, migrating to this robust
system, especially the on-premise edition 1511,
often feels like navigating a intricate maze.
Understanding the simplification list provided by
SAP is essential for a successful transition. This
article will analyze the key simplifications offered in
SAP S/4HANA 1511 on-premise, offering actionable
insights and strategies for implementation.

The 1511 release represented a significant step in
SAP's journey towards simplification. Prior versions
of SAP ERP were known for their extensive
customization options, often leading to unwieldy
systems difficult to maintain and update . SAP's aim
with S/4HANA was to reduce this complexity by
offering a more concise core system, leveraging the
capabilities of the in-memory database.

The simplification list itself is a thorough document
outlining the modifications made to optimize various
aspects of the system. It's not simply a list of
removed capabilities; it also highlights enhanced
functionalities and modernized processes.
Understanding this document is paramount for
planning a successful migration.

Let's explore some key areas addressed by the
simplification list:

1. Data Model Simplification: The 1511 release
focused on minimizing data redundancy . This
involved integrating multiple tables and removing
obsolete data structures. This results to improved
processing speeds and lower storage requirements.
Think of it as cleaning your filing cabinet –
discarding outdated documents and creating a more
organized system.

2. Business Process Simplification: The
simplification list also tackled complex business
processes. For example, specific approval workflows
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were simplified to minimize the time required for
approvals . This improved efficiency and lessened
bottlenecks. This is analogous to streamlining a
production line – eliminating unnecessary steps to
boost productivity.

3. User Interface Simplification: The UI in 1511
was designed to be user-friendly. This involved
streamlining navigation and improving the overall
UI. This enhanced user adoption and decreased
training requirements. This is akin to modernizing a
building – making it easier to navigate for everyone.

4. Custom Code Reduction: One of the most
significant hurdles with older ERP systems was the
proliferation of custom code. SAP encouraged (and
in some cases mandated) the elimination of
unnecessary custom code, replacing it with out-of-
the-box functionality wherever possible. This
lessened maintenance costs and boosted system
performance. Think of this as renewing your
outdated software, switching from a customized,
often buggy solution to a polished, tested package.

Implementation Strategies: A successful
implementation of S/4HANA 1511 requires a
detailed understanding of the simplification list. This
includes a careful analysis of existing systems,
locating areas where simplification can be achieved
, and developing a migration plan . This should
involve a close collaboration between IT and
business users to ensure a efficient transition.

In closing, the simplification list for SAP S/4HANA on-
premise edition 1511 provided a considerable step
towards a more agile ERP system. By understanding
the changes and employing the right
implementation strategies, businesses can reap the
rewards from a enhanced system that is easier to
maintain, upgrade , and grow.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
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Q1: Is the simplification list applicable only to
1511? A1: While the specific simplifications detailed
are for 1511, the overall philosophy of simplification
continued in subsequent releases of S/4HANA.

Q2: How do I access the simplification list? A2:
The simplification list is typically accessible through
the SAP Service Marketplace or your SAP support
representative.

Q3: What happens to custom code that is not
compatible with S/4HANA? A3: Incompatible
custom code needs to be analyzed and either
rewritten to be compatible with the new system or
replaced with standard functionality.

Q4: What is the impact on existing
customizations? A4: Many customizations may no
longer be needed due to the simplified
functionalities in S/4HANA. A thorough assessment
is necessary to determine their fate.
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