
Clausewitz  Goes  Global  By  Miles  Verlag
2014 02 13

Clausewitz Goes Global: Rethinking War in
a Multipolar World (Miles Verlag, 2014)
Carl von Clausewitz's *On War* remains a seminal text in military strategy, but its applicability
to the increasingly complex geopolitical landscape of the 21st century has been a subject of
ongoing debate.  Miles  Verlag's  2014 publication,  implicitly  titled *Clausewitz  Goes Global*
(though not explicitly using that title), contributed significantly to this conversation, exploring
how  Clausewitzian  principles  translate  –  or  fail  to  translate  –  into  the  modern  era  of
globalization, multipolarity, and asymmetric warfare. This article delves into the key themes and
arguments presented within this collection of essays, considering its lasting impact on strategic
thinking. We will explore the central themes of Clausewitzian theory, globalized conflict,
asymmetric warfare, and the limitations of traditional strategic thought.

Revisiting  Clausewitzian  Fundamentals:  A  Timeless
Framework?
The essays within *Clausewitz  Goes Global*  (Miles  Verlag,  2014)  didn't  simply regurgitate
Clausewitz's work; rather, they engaged in a critical reassessment of its core tenets in light of
contemporary challenges. This involved revisiting key concepts like the "trinity" (government,
military, and the people), the interplay between war and politics, and the inherent friction of
war. The authors investigated whether these principles, developed during the Napoleonic Wars,
remain relevant in an age of nuclear weapons, cyber warfare, and transnational terrorism. This
requires careful consideration of Clausewitz's emphasis on the rationality of war, and how it
intersects with the often irrational realities of global conflict. Many essays examine how the
complexities of modern warfare challenge the very notion of a rational,  linear approach to
conflict.

Globalization and the Changing Nature of Warfare
One of the most significant contributions of *Clausewitz Goes Global* is its exploration of how
globalization fundamentally alters the context of war. The interconnected nature of the modern
world, facilitated by advanced communication technologies and global supply chains, renders
Clausewitz's focus on limited, state-centric conflicts increasingly less applicable. The essays
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discuss the rise of asymmetric warfare, where non-state actors challenge powerful states using
unconventional  tactics.  This  challenges  Clausewitz's  traditional  focus  on  clearly  defined
belligerents and their interactions. Terrorism, cyberattacks, and hybrid warfare tactics blur the
lines between war and peace, making it difficult to apply Clausewitz's framework neatly.

### The Rise of Asymmetric Warfare and its Implications

The rise of  asymmetric warfare – where a weaker opponent utilizes unconventional tactics
against a stronger, more conventional military – is a central theme. The book's essays explore
how Clausewitz's focus on limited war and rational calculation fails to fully capture the dynamics
of these conflicts. The motivations and objectives of non-state actors are often less clear, making
it harder to predict their actions and develop effective counter-strategies. The authors explore
whether  Clausewitzian  concepts  of  attrition  and  maneuver  still  apply  in  the  context  of
insurgencies and terrorist campaigns. This is particularly relevant in considering the application
of Clausewitzian theory to contemporary conflicts in the Middle East and elsewhere.

Limitations  of  Traditional  Strategic  Thought  and  New
Approaches
*Clausewitz Goes Global* doesn't simply criticize Clausewitz; it uses his work as a springboard
for  developing  more  nuanced  and  comprehensive  approaches  to  strategic  thinking.  The
limitations of applying purely Clausewitzian principles to modern warfare are acknowledged,
forcing readers to think critically about the applicability of his frameworks. The essays advocate
for an integrated approach that considers the social,  political,  economic,  and technological
dimensions of conflict alongside the purely military aspects. This highlights the need for a more
holistic understanding of global security challenges.

### Beyond the Battlefield: The Multifaceted Nature of Modern Conflict

The book effectively  demonstrates  that  modern conflict  extends  far  beyond the  traditional
battlefield. Economic sanctions, cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns, and the manipulation
of global narratives are all integral components of 21st-century warfare. These tools challenge
traditional  notions  of  military  power  and necessitate  a  broader  understanding of  strategic
interaction. The authors examine how these subtle forms of conflict can escalate into kinetic
conflict and vice versa, blurring the lines between peace and war and creating unforeseen
challenges for strategic planning.

The Enduring Legacy: Clausewitz in the 21st Century
Despite the challenges posed by globalization and the evolving nature of warfare, *Clausewitz
Goes Global* (Miles Verlag, 2014) ultimately argues for the enduring relevance of Clausewitzian
principles. While his framework needs adaptation and supplementation, his emphasis on the
importance of political goals, the inherent uncertainties of war, and the crucial role of friction



Clausewitz Goes Global By Miles Verlag 2014 02 13

Clausewitz Goes Global By Miles Verlag 2014 02 13
3

remains invaluable. The essays propose a synthesis: integrating Clausewitz's core ideas with a
deeper understanding of contemporary geopolitical realities, technological advancements, and
the  complexities  of  non-state  actors.  This  updated  perspective  emphasizes  the  need  for
adaptability, a greater awareness of the non-military aspects of conflict, and a more nuanced
understanding of the multifaceted nature of global security. The book serves as a call for a more
sophisticated and comprehensive approach to strategic thought in an increasingly complex
world.

FAQ
Q1: What is the central argument of *Clausewitz Goes Global*?

A1:  The  central  argument  isn't  a  single,  monolithic  thesis,  but  rather  a  collection  of
interconnected essays exploring the applicability of Clausewitzian principles in the context of
globalization and contemporary warfare. The overarching theme is the need for a reassessment
and adaptation of Clausewitz's theories to account for the complexities of asymmetric warfare,
non-state  actors,  and  the  interconnectedness  of  the  modern  world.  It  argues  that  while
Clausewitz's  core  insights  remain  relevant,  they  need  to  be  integrated  with  a  broader
understanding of the multifaceted nature of modern conflict.

Q2: How does the book address asymmetric warfare?

A2: The book extensively analyzes the challenges posed by asymmetric warfare to traditional
Clausewitzian frameworks. It highlights how the actions of non-state actors, often driven by
different motivations and employing unconventional tactics, defy simple rational calculations.
The essays explore how Clausewitz's emphasis on attrition and maneuver might not always be
applicable in these conflicts and propose alternative strategies and perspectives.

Q3: What are the main criticisms of applying Clausewitz directly to modern warfare?

A3: The main criticisms revolve around the limitations of  applying a framework developed
during the Napoleonic era to the complexities of 21st-century conflict. These include the rise of
asymmetric warfare, the involvement of non-state actors, the pervasive influence of technology
(cyber warfare, information operations), and the increasingly interconnected nature of global
politics and economics, all of which were largely absent in Clausewitz's time.

Q4: Does the book reject Clausewitz entirely?

A4: No, the book doesn't reject Clausewitz. Instead, it advocates for a critical engagement with
his work, recognizing its enduring value while acknowledging its limitations. The essays suggest
adapting  and  supplementing  Clausewitzian  principles  with  a  more  holistic  and  nuanced
understanding of contemporary conflict, rather than discarding them completely.

Q5: What are the practical implications of the book's arguments for policymakers and
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military strategists?

A5: The book urges policymakers and strategists to adopt a more holistic approach to security,
encompassing  not  only  military  considerations  but  also  political,  economic,  social,  and
technological  factors.  It  emphasizes  the  importance  of  adaptability,  understanding  the
motivations and tactics of diverse actors (including non-state actors), and developing strategies
that  can effectively  address  the complexities  of  modern conflict.  This  necessitates  a  move
beyond traditional, state-centric warfare models.

Q6: What is the overall tone and style of the book?

A6: While dealing with a complex and serious subject, the overall tone is one of scholarly inquiry
and critical engagement. The essays are generally well-researched and analytically rigorous,
seeking to contribute to ongoing debates on strategic thought. The style varies across essays but
generally favors a clear and accessible presentation of complex ideas.

Q7: Where can I find more information on Miles Verlag's publications?

A7: You can explore Miles Verlag's catalog and publications on their official website (if it exists,
or a relevant academic publisher's website). Many academic databases also catalogue and index
their publications.

Q8: How does this book contribute to ongoing discussions about military strategy?

A8:  *Clausewitz  Goes Global*  (Miles  Verlag,  2014)  significantly  contributes to  the ongoing
discussion by challenging the simplistic application of Clausewitzian theory to modern conflicts.
By highlighting the limitations of traditional approaches and suggesting a more nuanced and
comprehensive framework, it pushes the field towards a more holistic and adaptable approach to
strategic thinking, necessary for navigating the complexities of 21st-century global security.

Clausewitz  Goes  Global:  Reinterpreting  War  in  a
Connected  World
The arrival  of  "Clausewitz  Goes Global"  by Miles  Verlag on February 13,  2014,  marked a
significant instance in the examination of international diplomacy. This isn't simply a re-edition
of Carl von Clausewitz's seminal work, *On War*; rather, it's a thought-provoking judgment of
the relevance of Clausewitzian theory to the complicated realities of 21st-century warfare. The
book  doesn't  reiterate  old  arguments;  instead,  it  examines  how  Clausewitz's  principles  –
particularly those concerning friction, fog of war, and the interplay between politics and war –
appear  themselves  in  a  world  defined  by  globalization,  technological  developments,  and
disproportionate conflict.

The book's value lies in its ability to link the classical theories of Clausewitz with the current
difficulties of international security. It meticulously analyzes various case examples of modern
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conflict – from the Iranian War to the rise of non-state actors – to show how Clausewitz's
observations remain relevant despite the changes in the nature of warfare. The authors, through
detailed  analysis,  expose  how  factors  like  immediate  communication,  the  proliferation  of
information technology, and the involvement of a wider range of actors affect the mechanics of
conflict.

One central argument presented in "Clausewitz Goes Global" is the enduring significance of
"friction" in modern warfare. Clausewitz highlighted the unpredictability and disorderly nature
of war, often using the metaphor of a "fog of war" to describe the imperfect information and
unanticipated  events  that  inevitably  hinder  military  operations.  The  book  argues  that
globalization, with its increased interdependence, magnifies this friction, making planning and
execution even more difficult. The rapidity of information dissemination and the diversity of
actors involved create a considerably more complicated operational environment.

Another essential subject explored is the persistent influence of politics on war. Clausewitz
famously maintained that war is a extension of politics by other methods. This principle remains
strikingly relevant in the 21st century, where political objectives often influence military tactics.
The book provides numerous cases where political considerations – such as internal public
sentiment,  international  coalitions,  and  the  attainment  of  specific  political  objectives  –
substantially affect the conduct of war.

Furthermore,  "Clausewitz  Goes Global"  successfully  deals  with the emergence of  non-state
actors  and  unequal  warfare.  These  developments  create  distinct  difficulties  to  traditional
military doctrine. The book examines how the activities of terrorist organizations, insurgents,
and  other  non-state  actors  necessitate  a  rethinking  of  Clausewitzian  principles  within  the
structure of global security.

In conclusion, "Clausewitz Goes Global" is not simply a retrospective account of Clausewitz's
work;  rather,  it's  a  dynamic  and  provocative  exploration  of  its  enduring  significance  in  a
transformed global environment. By examining contemporary battles through a Clausewitzian
lens, the book offers valuable insights for scholars, policymakers, and anyone pursuing a deeper
grasp of the complexities of modern warfare. The book adequately shows that Clausewitz's
ideas, though emanating from a different era, continue remarkably pertinent to the challenges of
the 21st century.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Is this book only for military professionals? A: No, the book is accessible to a broad
audience, including students of international relations, political science, and history, as well as
anyone interested in the analysis of conflict.

2. Q: What makes this book different from other books on Clausewitz?  A: This book
specifically  tackles  the  impact  of  globalization  on  Clausewitzian  theory,  providing  a
contemporary  viewpoint  that  is  often  absent  in  other  treatments  of  the  subject.
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3. Q: What are the useful applications of the book's ideas? A: The book's analysis can guide
policymakers and military leaders in their efforts to grasp and address to the complexities of
modern warfare, improving strategic decision-making in increasingly complex global settings.

4. Q: Where can I find a version of "Clausewitz Goes Global"? A: You can usually find it
through online booksellers or academic publishers. Checking Miles Verlag's website is also
recommended.
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