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Exam Ref 70-413 Designing and Implementing a Server
Infrastructure MCSE 2nd Edition: A Comprehensive
Review

Are you aiming for your MCSE certification and looking for a reliable guide to navigate the complexities of server infrastructure
design and implementation? Then *Exam Ref 70-413 Designing and Implementing a Server Infrastructure MCSE 2nd Edition by
Ferrill Paul and Ferrill Tim (2014)* might be your perfect companion. This comprehensive review delves into the book's
strengths, weaknesses, and overall value for aspiring MCSEs. We'll cover key aspects like its practical approach to server
infrastructure design, its effectiveness as an exam preparation tool, and its enduring relevance in a constantly evolving
technological landscape. Keywords such as Microsoft Server Infrastructure, MCSE Certification Prep, Windows Server
2012 R2, and Network Design will be naturally woven throughout the discussion.

Introduction to the MCSE Server Infrastructure Guide

Published in 2014, this second edition of the *Exam Ref 70-413* focuses on exam 70-413, which covered designing and
implementing a Windows Server 2012 R2 infrastructure. While the specific exam number is outdated, the fundamental
principles of server infrastructure design and implementation remain highly relevant. The book's strength lies in its practical,
hands-on approach, guiding readers through the process of designing, implementing, and managing a robust and secure server
environment. The authors, Paul and Tim Ferrill, leverage their expertise to present complex concepts in a clear and concise
manner, making it accessible to individuals with varying levels of prior knowledge.

Key Features and Benefits of the Book

The book's value extends beyond simple exam preparation. It acts as a comprehensive guide to server infrastructure
management, offering practical strategies and best practices. Key features include:

e Detailed Explanations: Complex topics like Active Directory, Hyper-V virtualization, and network security are explained
in a clear and understandable manner, incorporating practical examples and diagrams.

¢ Hands-on Exercises: The book includes numerous hands-on exercises that allow readers to apply their knowledge and
gain practical experience. This practical application is crucial for solidifying understanding and preparing for real-world
scenarios.

e Real-World Scenarios: The authors present realistic scenarios and case studies, mirroring challenges encountered in
actual IT environments. This enhances the book's relevance and applicability.

¢ Focus on Best Practices: The book emphasizes industry best practices for designing and implementing secure and
efficient server infrastructures. This focus on security and efficiency is crucial for building robust systems.

e Comprehensive Coverage: The book provides comprehensive coverage of essential topics related to Microsoft
Server Infrastructure, including storage solutions, networking concepts, and disaster recovery strategies.

Strengths and Weaknesses of the *Exam Ref 70-413*

While the book remains a valuable resource, its age necessitates acknowledging some limitations.
Strengths:

¢ Solid Foundation: Despite being based on Windows Server 2012 R2, the core concepts remain relevant for later
versions of Windows Server. The fundamental principles of server design, network architecture, and security haven't
changed dramatically.

e Practical Approach: The hands-on exercises and real-world scenarios significantly enhance learning and retention.

* Clear and Concise Writing Style: The authors effectively explain complex topics, making the book accessible to a wide
audience.

Weaknesses:

e Outdated Exam Focus: The exam itself (70-413) is no longer offered. Therefore, it doesn't directly prepare individuals
for current MCSE certification exams.

¢ Lack of Cloud Integration: The book predominantly focuses on on-premises infrastructure and lacks significant
coverage of cloud-based solutions, which are increasingly prevalent in modern IT environments.

e Technological Advancements: Certain technologies discussed are now superseded by newer versions or alternatives.
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Using the Book Effectively for Server Infrastructure Learning

Despite its age, the *Exam Ref 70-413* can still be a valuable asset. Its strength lies in building a strong foundation in server
infrastructure fundamentals. To maximize its usefulness:

* Focus on Core Concepts: Concentrate on the fundamental principles of server design, network architecture, and
security, which remain consistently relevant.

e Supplement with Modern Resources: Integrate the book's learning with newer documentation and resources to stay
updated on current technologies and best practices.

e Hands-on Labs: Dedicate significant time to the hands-on exercises, even if the environment differs slightly from
current versions of Windows Server.

e Consider it a Foundation: View this book as a strong foundation upon which you'll build your understanding of server
infrastructure.

Conclusion: A Valuable Resource with Caveats

The *Exam Ref 70-413 Designing and Implementing a Server Infrastructure MCSE 2nd Edition* offers a valuable foundation in
server infrastructure design and implementation. While the specific exam it targets is outdated, the book's practical approach
and comprehensive coverage of core concepts remain highly relevant. By focusing on fundamental principles and
supplementing the book's learning with contemporary resources, aspiring IT professionals can benefit significantly from its
insights and hands-on exercises. Remember to supplement your learning with updated materials to account for the
advancements in technology since its publication.

FAQ

Q1: Can | still use this book to learn about server infrastructure even though the exam is outdated?

Al: Absolutely. While the specific exam 70-413 is obsolete, the book provides a strong foundation in core server infrastructure
concepts like Active Directory, networking, virtualization (Hyper-V), and security. These principles remain essential, regardless
of the specific Windows Server version. You will benefit greatly from the fundamental knowledge the book provides. However,
remember to supplement this learning with information on newer technologies and best practices.

Q2: What are the best ways to supplement this book's content for a modern understanding?

A2: Supplement this book by exploring Microsoft's official documentation for current Windows Server versions, attending online
courses (Coursera, edX, etc.), utilizing Microsoft Learn, and engaging with online communities and forums related to server
administration. Stay updated on the latest security best practices.

Q3: Is this book suitable for complete beginners in server administration?

A3: While the book explains concepts clearly, some prior IT knowledge is helpful. A basic understanding of networking and
operating systems will make the learning process smoother. However, with dedication, even beginners can learn a great deal
from this book.

Q4: What are the key differences between the first and second editions of this book?

A4: Specific differences between editions are not widely documented. However, the second edition likely reflects updates to
Windows Server 2012 R2 and incorporates any changes to best practices and exam content that occurred before its publication
date.

Q5: Does the book cover cloud-based server infrastructure?

A5: No, the book primarily focuses on on-premises server infrastructure. For cloud-based solutions like Azure, you'll need to
seek out additional resources.

Q6: What type of lab environment is recommended to practice the exercises?

A6: A virtual lab environment (using Hyper-V or VMware) is highly recommended. This allows you to safely experiment and
make mistakes without risking your production systems. Free options like VirtualBox are also available.

Q7: Is this book solely for exam preparation or does it provide broader value?

A7: While originally intended for exam preparation, the book offers broader value. It provides a solid foundation in server
infrastructure management, applicable beyond the specific exam content.

Q8: Where can I find this book?

A8: While the print version might be harder to find due to its age, you might be able to locate a used copy through online
marketplaces like Amazon or eBay. Consider checking your local library. Even if you can’t find the physical book, searching for
the table of contents online may reveal similar material online.
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Decoding Server Infrastructure Mastery: A Deep Dive into "Exam Ref
70-413 Designing and Implementing a Server Infrastructure MCSE 2nd
Edition"

The year 2014 saw the debut of a significant contribution to the world of IT training: "Exam Ref 70-413 Designing and
Implementing a Server Infrastructure MCSE 2nd Edition" by Paul Ferrill and Tim Ferrill. This guide isn't just another learning aid
for the Microsoft Certified Solutions Expert (MCSE) certification; it's a comprehensive investigation of the basics and practices
behind creating robust and optimized server systems. This article investigates into the book's content, stressing its key
characteristics and offering practical insights for both aspiring and experienced IT specialists.

The book's potency lies in its capacity to convert complicated server setup concepts into understandable knowledge. It doesn't
just show conceptual frameworks; it illustrates them through real-world instances, making it an perfect companion for both
formal learning and self-study efforts.

The authors, Paul and Tim Ferrill, are renowned personalities in the IT sector, and their knowledge obviously shows through the
book's clear style and well-structured content. The text methodically deals_with a extensive spectrum of subjects, including:

¢ Server Roles and Functionality: The book thoroughly details the various server functions within a typical enterprise
context, including file servers, print servers, internet servers, and domain controllers. It assists readers grasp the
connections between these roles and how they contribute to the general operation of the system.

e Networking Concepts: A solid understanding in networking is essential for server administration, and the book offers a
comprehensive review of pertinent concepts, including Internet Protocol configuration, network segmentation, network
routing, and Domain Name System management.

¢ Virtualization: The increasing importance of server virtualization is thoroughly covered in the book. Learners gain
understanding into the plusses of virtualization, various virtualization methods, and how to deploy and administer virtual
computers.

» Security Best Practices: Server security is paramount, and the book allocates a considerable portion of its content to
this vital element. It covers topics such as access management, encryption, security barriers, and hack detection.

¢ High Availability and Disaster Recovery: The book completely explains techniques for guaranteeing high service and
implementing effective disaster restoration plans. Grasping these ideas is vital for sustaining business functionality.

The book's hands-on approach makes it particularly helpful for individuals who study best by applying. It's far than a abstract
{exploration|; it's a manual to truly constructing and implementing server architectures. The straightforward descriptions,
accompanied by many diagrams, ensure a easy understanding journey.

In summary, "Exam Ref 70-413 Designing and Implementing a Server Infrastructure MCSE 2nd Edition" by Paul Ferrill and Tim
Ferrill is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to master the art of server design. Its thorough coverage, hands-on
approach, and clear style make it an remarkable reference for both newcomers and experienced IT specialists. It arms students
with the understanding and abilities needed to build, deploy, and oversee efficient and protected server systems.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book suitable for beginners? Yes, while assuming some basic IT knowledge, the book's clear explanations and
practical examples make it accessible to beginners.

2. Does the book cover cloud-based infrastructure? While not the primary focus, the book touches upon relevant cloud
concepts and their integration with on-premises infrastructure.

3. What kind of preparation does this book offer for the 70-413 exam? The book is specifically designed to prepare
candidates for the 70-413 exam, aligning with its objectives and providing practice questions.

4. Is this book still relevant given the advancements in server technology? While technology evolves, the core
principles of server infrastructure design and implementation remain largely consistent, making the book's foundational
knowledge valuable. However, staying abreast of current trends and updates is always recommended.

5. Where can | purchase this book? The book might be available through online retailers like Amazon, or used copies may
be found through secondhand booksellers. Checking with technical publishers might be an additional avenue to explore.
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