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2002 BMW 735Li: A Deep Dive into the
Flagship Sedan

The 2002 BMW 735Li represents a significant moment in BMW's history, offering a blend of
luxury, performance, and technology that defined the flagship sedan segment at the time. This
in-depth exploration delves into the features, performance, ownership experience, and lasting

legacy of this impressive vehicle. We'll cover key aspects like its engine performance, its
interior luxury, potential maintenance costs, and its overall reliability. Let's explore why

the 2002 735Li continues to fascinate automotive enthusiasts today.

The Allure of the 2002 BMW 735Li: A Luxurious Ride

The 2002 BMW 735Li, with its long-wheelbase (Li) designation, provided rear-seat passengers
with exceptional space and comfort. This was a defining characteristic, setting it apart from its
shorter-wheelbase counterpart. This spaciousness, combined with BMW's renowned driving
dynamics, created a unique proposition: a luxurious car that was also genuinely enjoyable to
drive.

The exterior design showcased BMW's signature elegance, with clean lines and a sophisticated
presence. The kidney grille, a hallmark of the brand, dominated the front fascia, flanked by
distinctive headlights. The elongated silhouette highlighted the extended wheelbase,
contributing to the overall feeling of opulence.

Engine Performance and Driving Dynamics

Under the hood, the 2002 735Li boasted a powerful 3.5-liter inline-six engine. This engine,
renowned for its smooth power delivery and characteristic BMW refinement, produced a
healthy amount of horsepower and torque, making for effortless acceleration and confident
highway cruising. This engine performance was a key selling point for buyers seeking a
powerful yet refined luxury experience.

The driving experience itself was a masterful blend of comfort and sportiness. While the 735Li
prioritized a comfortable ride, its responsive steering and precise handling ensured that it
wasn't lacking in dynamic capabilities. The automatic transmission worked seamlessly,
providing smooth shifts and optimized power delivery in various driving conditions.
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Interior Luxury and Technological Features

Stepping inside the 2002 BMW 735Li was akin to entering a mobile sanctuary. The interior
featured high-quality materials, including supple leather, polished wood trim, and soft-touch
surfaces. The seats, designed for both comfort and support, offered ample adjustment options
to cater to diverse body types. The long wheelbase provided generous legroom in the rear,
making it an ideal choice for chauffeured passengers.

Technological advancements for the era were well-integrated. Features like navigation systems
(albeit relatively basic by today's standards), premium sound systems, and climate control
created an atmosphere of sophisticated comfort. These interior luxury elements were key to
the car's appeal, setting a benchmark for other luxury sedans at the time.

Ownership and Maintenance Considerations: The Reality
Check

While the 2002 BMW 735Li offers a compelling package, potential buyers should consider the
realities of owning a luxury car of this age. Maintenance costs can be significantly higher
compared to more mainstream vehicles. Finding specialized mechanics experienced with this
generation of BMW is crucial for maintaining optimal performance and avoiding costly repairs.
Parts can also be more expensive and sourcing them might require more effort. Regular
servicing is essential to prevent potential issues from escalating. Potential problems to be
aware of include aging electronics, potential suspension component wear, and the possibility of
requiring more frequent transmission service. Thorough pre-purchase inspections are highly
recommended. Furthermore, understanding the car's overall reliability requires research into
common issues reported by previous owners.

Conclusion: A Timeless Classic with Modern Caveats

The 2002 BMW 735Li represents a high point in BMW's legacy. Its combination of luxurious
comfort, powerful performance, and advanced technology for its time still holds a certain
appeal. However, potential buyers need a realistic understanding of the maintenance
considerations and potential repair costs associated with owning a 20-year-old luxury vehicle.
If you're prepared to invest the necessary time and resources into its upkeep, the 2002 BMW
735Li can offer a rewarding and unique driving experience.

FAQ: Addressing Common Queries about the 2002 BMW
735Li

Q1: What is the fuel economy like on a 2002 BMW 735Li?

Al: The fuel economy of a 2002 BMW 735Li is relatively modest by today's standards. Expect
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combined MPG figures in the low-to-mid teens (miles per gallon), depending on driving style
and conditions. Its size and engine displacement naturally contribute to higher fuel
consumption.

Q2: How reliable is the 2002 BMW 735Li?

A2: The reliability of a 2002 BMW 735Li is dependent on its maintenance history. With proper
care and regular servicing, it can prove to be reasonably reliable. However, age-related issues
are inevitable, and potential problems with electronics, suspension components, and the
transmission should be anticipated. Regular preventative maintenance is key to mitigating
these risks.

Q3: What are the common problems associated with this model?

A3: Common problems reported by 2002 BMW 735Li owners often include issues with the
cooling system (leaks, water pump failure), electrical gremlins (faulty sensors, window
regulators), and potential suspension component wear. Transmission issues are also a concern,
particularly if the vehicle hasn't received regular maintenance.

Q4: How much does a used 2002 BMW 735Li typically cost?

A4: The price of a used 2002 BMW 735Li varies considerably depending on its condition,
mileage, and service history. You can expect prices ranging from a few thousand dollars for
cars in need of significant repairs to considerably higher amounts for meticulously maintained
examples. Always get a pre-purchase inspection from a trusted mechanic.

Q5: Are parts readily available for a 2002 BMW 735Li?

A5: While many parts are still available, some specialized components might be harder to
source compared to more modern vehicles. Online marketplaces and BMW parts specialists
can often be helpful in locating necessary parts.

Q6: What is the overall value proposition of owning a 2002 BMW 735Li today?

A6: The value proposition lies in experiencing a piece of automotive history that still offers a
compelling blend of luxury and performance. However, prospective owners must accept the
higher maintenance costs and potential repair needs that come with owning a 20-year-old
luxury car.

Q7: Is it a good car for long-distance travel?

A7: The 735Li's comfortable ride and ample interior space make it well-suited for long-distance
journeys, provided it's in good mechanical condition.

Q8: What are the typical insurance costs?
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A8: Insurance costs for a 2002 BMW 735Li will vary depending on your location, driving history,
and insurance provider. However, expect higher premiums than for more commonplace
vehicles due to the car's value and potential repair costs.

The 2002 BMW 735Li: A Analysis of Bavarian Grandeur

The 2002 BMW 735Li represents a significant moment in BMW's legacy. This extended-
wheelbase flagship sedan, a symbol of luxury and performance, provided a compelling blend of
comfort, technology, and driving excitement. This article will examine the nuances of this
specific model, highlighting its advantages and considering its limitations. We'll travel through
its design, engineering, performance, and overall ownership, providing a comprehensive
evaluation for both potential buyers and fans.

Design and Styling: The 735Li's exterior projected an aura of understated elegance. Its long
dimension and smooth lines enhanced to its commanding presence. The kidney grille, a
hallmark of BMW's design language, was conspicuous, while the overall aesthetic was clean
and elegant. The interior followed similarly, showcasing high-quality materials such as fine
leather and wood trim. The comfortable design of the cabin ensured a relaxing driving
atmosphere. The extended wheelbase translated to significantly increased rear passenger
space, making it an ideal choice for those who preferred chauffeur-driven luxury.

Performance and Handling: Under the bonnet lay a potent 3.5-liter V8 engine, generating a
considerable amount of power for its time. While not blazingly fast by today's standards, its
acceleration was adequate for most driving situations, and the power delivery was remarkably
smooth. The 735Li's handling, while not as agile as its sportier siblings, was still surprisingly
competent for a car of its size and weight. The suspension provided a comfortable ride,
mitigating bumps and imperfections in the road with ease.

Technology and Features: For its year, the 2002 735Li included a remarkable array of
technological advancements. Features like GPS, climate control, and a premium stereo were
not uncommon, but their implementation was smoother and more intuitive than in many
competitors' offerings. The overall electronic experience was polished, contributing
significantly to the car's feeling of luxury and modernity.

Reliability and Maintenance: Like many luxury vehicles of its age, the 2002 735Li presents
a unique set of maintenance challenges. While mechanically robust for its time, certain
components are prone to degradation. Regular maintenance is crucial, and finding specialized
parts might present obstacles in some regions. The total cost of ownership can be significant,
including fuel consumption, insurance, and potential repair expenses.

Comparing to Contemporaries: The 2002 735Li faced intense competition from other luxury
sedans, including the Mercedes-Benz S-Class and the Lexus LS. While the BMW performed
admirably in terms of performance and handling, its rivals sometimes offered a slightly more
lavish interior or a more comprehensive list of standard amenities. However, the 735Li's
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performance and overall sportiness often gave it a competitive advantage.

Conclusion: The 2002 BMW 735Li remains a compelling vehicle, representing a pinnacle of
automotive design and engineering from its era. Its blend of luxury, performance, and
technology continues to impress even by today's standards. While ownership involves specific
challenges regarding maintenance and upkeep, the reward of owning and driving this grand
machine is certainly significant for those who appreciate its history and character.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the fuel economy of a 2002 BMW 735Li? The fuel economy is relatively low by
modern standards, usually around 15-18 MPG overall, depending on driving habits and
conditions.

2. Are parts for a 2002 BMW 735Li expensive? Yes, parts can be pricey due to the car's
age and specialized nature. Finding used parts can sometimes offer a more budget-friendly
alternative.

3. How reliable is a 2002 BMW 735Li? Reliability is variable and greatly depends on
maintenance history. Regular service is vital for preventing costly repairs.

4. What are the common problems with a 2002 BMW 735Li? Potential issues may
include problems with the electrical system, suspension components, and the valve cover
gasket. A thorough pre-purchase inspection is strongly suggested.
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