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BMW E39 Manual: A Driver's Guide to
the Ultimate Driving Machine
The BMW E39 5 Series, produced from 1995 to 2003, holds a special place in the
hearts of many automotive enthusiasts. Its elegant design, powerful engines, and
rewarding driving experience have cemented its status as a classic. But for many,
the true essence of the E39 lies in experiencing it with a manual transmission. This
article delves into the world of the BMW E39 manual transmission, exploring its
features, benefits, and the unique driving experience it offers. We'll cover topics
like E39 manual gearbox maintenance, the thrill of BMW E39 manual
shifting, and address common questions surrounding this coveted driving
experience.

The Allure of the BMW E39 Manual Transmission
The BMW E39, regardless of engine choice, offers a compelling driving experience.
However, the manual transmission elevates it to a different level. The precise,
short-throw shifter engages with a satisfying mechanical click, providing a level of
driver involvement absent in automatic transmissions. This direct connection to the
car's mechanics is a significant draw for enthusiasts. The ability to perfectly control
engine speed through downshifting and rev-matching adds a layer of engagement
often missed in modern automatics. This active participation in the driving process
is a key element of the E39's appeal to purists.

### Enhanced Driving Dynamics

Choosing a manual transmission in your E39 means embracing a more visceral and
engaging driving experience. You're directly involved in the car's performance, able
to precisely control engine braking and acceleration. This level of control enhances
driving dynamics, particularly on winding roads, where the manual transmission
allows for quicker gear changes than even the most advanced automatic systems.
The immediate response to gear changes provides a heightened sense of
connection and feedback, enhancing overall driver confidence and enjoyment.
Consider it the difference between playing a song on a vinyl record and listening to
a compressed digital file – the manual transmission provides a richer, more
textured experience.

BMW E39 Manual Gearbox Maintenance: Keeping
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Your Transmission in Top Condition
Owning a BMW E39 manual means understanding the importance of proper
maintenance. Regular servicing ensures smooth shifting and extends the life of
your gearbox. This involves periodic fluid changes using the recommended BMW-
specified gear oil. Neglecting this can lead to premature wear and tear, potentially
resulting in costly repairs. The clutch system is another critical component
requiring attention. Pay close attention to signs of clutch slippage or difficulty
engaging gears. A slipping clutch is a clear indication of wear and needs prompt
professional attention. Replacing the clutch is a relatively major undertaking but a
necessary part of long-term ownership. Proper maintenance not only extends the
life of the gearbox but also safeguards the value of your cherished E39.

The Art of BMW E39 Manual Shifting: A Driver's
Perspective
Mastering the art of smooth shifting in a BMW E39 manual is part of the experience.
This involves coordinating clutch engagement, throttle input, and gear selection.
It's a skill that takes time to perfect, but the reward is a fluid, seamless transition
between gears. Smooth shifting minimizes strain on the transmission and provides
a more refined driving experience. This is especially important when navigating city
traffic or driving in challenging conditions. Furthermore, learning rev-matching
(heel-toe shifting) allows for smoother downshifts and ultimately more precise
control, adding another layer of satisfaction to the driving experience. The feel of a
perfectly executed shift is a testament to the driver’s skill and enhances the
pleasure of driving the E39 manual.

Pros and Cons of Choosing a BMW E39 Manual
Like any choice, opting for a manual transmission in an E39 has its advantages and
disadvantages.

Pros:

Enhanced Driver Engagement: The most significant advantage is the
increased driver involvement and feedback.
Superior Driving Dynamics: Offers more precise control over acceleration
and braking.
Potential for Improved Fuel Economy: While not always guaranteed,
skillful driving with a manual can lead to better fuel efficiency.
Greater Resale Value: Manual transmission E39s often command a higher
resale value among enthusiasts.

Cons:

Steeper Learning Curve: Mastering the art of smooth shifting takes time
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and practice.
Less Convenient in City Driving: Can be more challenging to drive in
heavy traffic.
Potential for Higher Insurance Premiums: Some insurance providers may
charge higher premiums for vehicles with manual transmissions.
More Physically Demanding: Requires more physical effort, especially in
stop-and-go traffic.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of the E39
Manual
The BMW E39 manual transmission offers a rewarding and engaging driving
experience that sets it apart. Its combination of performance, elegance, and driver
involvement creates a compelling package for enthusiasts. While maintaining a
manual transmission requires attention and care, the rewards far outweigh the
effort. For those seeking a truly connected and satisfying driving experience, the
BMW E39 manual remains a highly desirable and timeless classic.

FAQ: BMW E39 Manual Transmission
Q1: What is the best gear oil for my E39 manual transmission? A: Consult
your owner's manual for the specific recommendation from BMW. Using the correct
gear oil is crucial for optimal performance and longevity.

Q2: How often should I change the transmission fluid? A: BMW recommends
changing the transmission fluid every 60,000 miles (or 100,000 km) or as per the
service schedule in your owner's manual. More frequent changes are advisable in
harsh driving conditions.

Q3: What are the signs of a failing clutch? A: Signs of a failing clutch include
slipping when accelerating, difficulty engaging gears, a burning smell, or a
noticeably higher engine RPM than usual when accelerating.

Q4: How difficult is it to replace a clutch in an E39? A: Replacing a clutch is a
relatively complex job best left to experienced mechanics. It requires specialized
tools and knowledge.

Q5: Are there any common problems associated with the E39 manual
transmission? A: Some common issues include worn synchronizers (leading to
difficult gear changes), worn clutch components, and occasional leaks.

Q6: How does the E39 manual compare to other manual transmissions in
its class? A: The E39's manual transmission is often praised for its precise shifting
action and relatively short throw.

Q7: Can I convert my E39 automatic to manual? A: While theoretically
possible, converting an automatic E39 to manual is a very challenging and
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expensive undertaking, requiring significant modifications. It's generally not
recommended.

Q8: Where can I find parts for my E39 manual transmission? A: Parts can be
sourced from BMW dealerships, reputable online retailers specializing in BMW
parts, and salvage yards. Always ensure the parts are compatible with your specific
year and model.

The BMW E39 Manual: A Driver's Guide to
Perfection
The BMW E39, produced from 1995 to 2003, remains a iconic sports saloon for
many driving fans. But beyond its elegant exterior and robust engine options lies a
crucial component : the owner's manual. This document isn't just a collection of
directions ; it’s the gateway to unlocking the true performance of this remarkable
machine. This article will delve into the value of the BMW E39 manual, exploring its
details and highlighting its useful applications for both novice and veteran owners.

The E39 manual serves as a complete source of data covering every facet of the
car's function . From the essentials of starting and driving to the more complex
systems like the self-leveling suspension or the electronically controlled
transmission , the manual provides a clear and succinct explanation of each
capability. It’s a wealth of useful knowledge, intended to ensure the owner can
confidently operate and maintain their vehicle.

One of the manual's key benefits lies in its detailed explanations of the car's
numerous systems. Instead of simply stating what a particular function does, the
manual often describes how it works, using understandable language and
sometimes diagrams or illustrations. This method is particularly useful when
dealing with more technical aspects of the car, such as the electrical systems, the
differential , or the stopping system. Understanding these systems not only
enhances the driving experience , but also allows for anticipatory maintenance,
preventing potential problems down the line.

The manual also acts as a crucial resource for resolving issues . While it may not
repair every possible issue, it provides a systematic approach to identifying the
cause of the malfunction. The sequential instructions and troubleshooting charts
help owners pinpoint the problem and, in some cases, offer straightforward
solutions. This can save money and prevent unnecessary visits to a repair shop.

Furthermore, the BMW E39 manual provides crucial information regarding routine
maintenance . It outlines a recommended maintenance schedule, including fluid
replacements , tire pressure checks , and other essential tasks. Following this
schedule is vital for ensuring the life and dependability of the vehicle. The manual
also provides specifications on the sort of fluids and parts to use, ensuring best
performance and avoiding potential damage from incompatible materials .
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Beyond the purely technical aspects, the BMW E39 manual offers valuable
information on protection. It covers the proper use of protective devices, such as
airbags and seatbelts, along with advice on safe driving methods. Understanding
these safety features is paramount for ensuring the safety of the driver and
passengers.

In summary , the BMW E39 manual is much more than just a booklet . It's an
indispensable asset for any owner, without regard of their expertise level. By
thoroughly studying its details, owners can maximize the performance, life, and
safety of their car, enjoying the full capability of this classic BMW for years to come.
The expenditure of time spent understanding the manual is far exceeded by the
rewards it provides.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Where can I find a BMW E39 manual?

A: You can often find original BMW E39 manuals on online marketplaces like eBay
or Amazon, or through specialist BMW parts suppliers. Some digital versions might
also be available online, though verify their authenticity.

2. Q: Is the manual necessary if I have a mechanic?

A: While a mechanic can perform repairs and maintenance, having the manual
allows you to understand what's happening with your car and engage more
effectively with the mechanic. It also helps in preventative maintenance.

3. Q: Can I find translations of the manual?

A: While the original manual is typically in English, translations might exist
depending on the region the car was originally sold in. Online forums and
communities can help you locate these.

4. Q: What if my manual is damaged or missing?

A: Contact your local BMW dealership or a reputable parts supplier. They may be
able to help you source a replacement manual or provide digital copies of specific
sections.
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