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The year is 1925. The roaring twenties are in full swing, and Montgomery Ward & Company, a
retail giant of the era, offers something revolutionary: pre-cut, mail-order homes. These aren't
just simple kits; we're talking about charming Wardway Homes bungalows and cottages,
complete with detailed plans and pre-cut lumber, promising affordable homeownership to a
nation dreaming of suburban life. This article delves into the fascinating history, design
features, and lasting legacy of these iconic structures, exploring their enduring appeal in the
context of early 20th-century American architecture and the rise of mail-order housing.
Keywords related to this topic include: Montgomery Ward Homes, mail-order houses,
1920s architecture, bungalow kits, and cottage styles.

The Rise of the Mail-Order Home: A Revolution in
Housing
The early 20th century witnessed a significant shift in American demographics. Urban
populations swelled, and a desire for suburban living took root. However, traditional home
construction was expensive and time-consuming. Montgomery Ward recognized this gap in the
market and saw an opportunity. Their Wardway Homes program offered a viable alternative,
allowing individuals to purchase a complete home kit through their mail-order catalog. This
innovative approach democratized homeownership, making it accessible to a broader segment
of the population than ever before. The 1925 Montgomery Ward Co. catalog featured a
range of styles, from cozy cottages to spacious bungalows, all designed for ease of assembly.

Design Features and Architectural Styles of Wardway
Homes
Wardway Homes bungalows and cottages showcased popular architectural styles of the era.
Many designs incorporated elements of the bungalow style, characterized by low-pitched
roofs, wide overhanging eaves, and a focus on horizontal lines. Other designs leaned towards
the charming simplicity of cottage styles, often featuring smaller footprints and quaint details
like decorative trim and front porches. The kits typically included pre-cut lumber, windows,
doors, and even hardware, significantly reducing construction time and the need for specialized
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carpentry skills. While the company provided detailed blueprints, the assembly process still
required some construction knowledge and DIY skills.

### Materials and Construction Techniques

The materials used in Wardway Homes reflected the building practices of the time. Lumber was
a primary component, often sourced from sustainable forests. The use of pre-cut lumber
streamlined the construction process. However, it's important to note that the quality of
materials could vary, and many homes required supplemental materials purchased locally. The
structural integrity of these homes relied heavily on careful assembly following the provided
plans. While many Wardway Homes still stand today, careful maintenance and occasional
repairs are crucial to preserving their longevity.

The Lasting Legacy of Wardway Homes: A Cultural and
Architectural Impact
The Wardway Homes program left an undeniable mark on American architectural history.
These affordable homes contributed significantly to the growth of suburbs across the nation.
They represent a pivotal moment in the evolution of home construction, showcasing the
potential of mass production and mail-order retail to meet the housing demands of a growing
population. Many of these homes still exist, serving as testaments to their durability and
enduring appeal. Their simple yet charming designs continue to inspire contemporary
architects and homeowners seeking the cozy charm of early 20th-century architecture. The
Montgomery Ward Homes legacy extends beyond the physical structures; it represents a
period of American ingenuity and a striving for accessible homeownership.

Finding and Restoring Wardway Homes Today
Despite their prevalence in the past, locating and restoring a Wardway Home requires some
effort. Architectural historians and enthusiasts often collaborate to document and preserve
existing structures. Researching local historical societies and contacting real estate agents who
specialize in older homes can be beneficial. Restoring a Wardway Home is a rewarding but
challenging project. It often requires careful attention to detail, respecting the original design
while addressing necessary repairs and modernizations. The process can be time-consuming
and costly, but the result is a unique and historically significant home.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: Are Wardway Homes still available today?

A1: No, Montgomery Ward ceased its Wardway Homes program decades ago. These homes are
now considered vintage or antique structures.

Q2: How much did a Wardway Home cost in 1925?

A2: The prices varied significantly depending on the size and style of the house. However, they
were considerably less expensive than traditionally built homes of comparable size, making
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homeownership more accessible to middle-class families. Catalogs from that era can provide a
better understanding of the specific price ranges offered.

Q3: What were the common problems encountered with Wardway Homes?

A3: Like any mass-produced product, Wardway Homes had occasional quality control issues.
Some owners reported problems with certain materials, requiring repairs or replacements. Also,
the assembly process, while simplified, still required some construction expertise, leading to
potential issues if not followed precisely.

Q4: Are Wardway Homes historically significant?

A4: Absolutely. They represent a significant chapter in the history of American housing,
showcasing the impact of mail-order catalogs and mass production on home construction and
the democratization of homeownership. They are valuable examples of early 20th-century
architecture and building techniques.

Q5: How difficult are Wardway Homes to restore?

A5: Restoring a Wardway Home can be challenging, requiring specialized knowledge of
historical building techniques and materials. Finding original parts or suitable replacements can
be difficult. Moreover, the work is often labor-intensive. Professional help from experienced
contractors or preservation specialists is frequently necessary.

Q6: Where can I find more information about Wardway Homes?

A6: You can explore historical archives, libraries, and online resources such as historical society
websites. Books and articles focusing on early 20th-century American architecture and mail-
order homes often include information on Wardway Homes. Searching for specific model
numbers or browsing online historical image archives can also yield valuable results.

Q7: What are the benefits of owning a restored Wardway Home?

A7: Owning a restored Wardway Home offers a unique blend of historical significance, charm,
and character. It's a chance to own a piece of American history and enjoy the craftsmanship
and unique design features of these homes. Furthermore, many appreciate the sense of
community that can develop among owners of similar historic homes.

Q8: Are Wardway Homes structurally sound?

A8: The structural soundness of a Wardway Home depends significantly on its age,
maintenance history, and the quality of its original construction and subsequent renovations.
Regular inspections and timely maintenance are crucial to ensuring the long-term structural
integrity of these homes. Many have stood the test of time, highlighting the potential for
longevity with appropriate care.

Wardway Homes Bungalows and Cottages: 1925 Montgomery Ward Co. – A glimpse | look |
peek into affordable | budget-friendly | economic housing | homesteading | dwelling of the
Roaring Twenties
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The year is 1925. The Roaring Twenties are in full swing, jazz music | melodies | sounds fills the
air, and a thirst | craving | desire for modernity | progress | advancement permeates American
society | culture | civilization. Amidst this bustling | vibrant | lively era, the Montgomery Ward
Company, a giant | behemoth | titan of mail-order retail, launched | introduced | unveiled a
revolutionary | innovative | groundbreaking product | offering | service: the Wardway Homes
line of bungalows and cottages. These prefabricated structures | buildings | houses, offered |
presented | displayed in their expansive catalog, promised homeownership | house-owning |
dwelling-owning to a broader | wider | larger segment | portion | section of the American
population | public | people than ever before. This article delves into the legacy | history | past
of Wardway Homes, exploring their design, construction, impact, and enduring | lasting |
permanent appeal.

The Allure | Charm | Attraction of Prefabricated Homes | Houses | Dwellings

Before the advent of Wardway Homes, owning a home was largely restricted | limited |
confined to the affluent | wealthy | well-to-do. Constructing a house | home | dwelling from
scratch | the ground up | the beginning was an expensive | costly | pricey and labor-intensive |
time-consuming | arduous process. Montgomery Ward's genius | brilliance | cleverness lay in its
understanding | comprehension | grasp of this reality | truth | fact and its ability | capacity | skill
to leverage | utilize | employ the growing popularity | acceptance | demand of mail-order
shopping. By offering | presenting | providing pre-cut lumber | wood | timber, hardware, and
detailed | thorough | comprehensive plans, Wardway Homes democratized | opened up | made
accessible homeownership | home-owning | dwelling-owning.

The catalogs | brochures | flyers featured a variety | range | selection of attractive | appealing |
pleasant designs, catering | appealing | suiting to diverse | varied | different tastes |
preferences | likes. From cozy | comfortable | snug bungalows to more spacious | roomy |
extensive cottages, the options allowed | permitted | enabled potential | prospective | possible
homeowners | house-owners | dwelling-owners to choose | select | pick a style | design | look
that suited | fit | matched their needs | requirements | desires and budget. The kits | packages |
sets came complete with everything | all | each needed for construction, except for the
foundation, reducing | minimizing | decreasing the complexity | difficulty | challenge of the
building | construction | erection process.

The Impact | Influence | Effect of Wardway Homes

The impact | influence | effect of Wardway Homes on the American landscape | scenery |
environment was significant | substantial | considerable. Thousands of these homes | houses |
dwellings were built | constructed | erected across the country, transforming | altering |
changing rural | country | outlying communities and suburban | outer | peripheral areas. They
provided | supplied | offered affordable | budget-friendly | economic housing | homesteading |
dwelling for families, contributing | adding | boosting to the growth | development | expansion
of towns | villages | settlements and cities. The availability | accessibility | readiness of these
prefabricated | ready-made | pre-assembled structures spurred | stimulated | incited economic
| financial | monetary growth in rural | country | outlying areas by providing | supplying |
offering work | jobs | employment for local contractors | builders | workers.

Challenges | Difficulties | Obstacles and Limitations
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While Wardway Homes represented | symbolized | embodied a major | significant | substantial
advance | progression | step in affordable | budget-friendly | economic housing, they weren't
without their challenges | difficulties | obstacles. The quality | standard | grade of the materials
| supplies | components could sometimes be questionable, and the construction | building |
erection process, although simplified, still required | demanded | needed some level | degree |
amount of skill | expertise | knowledge. Furthermore, the designs, while functional, were often
simple | basic | uncomplicated and lacked the architectural | design | stylistic complexity |
intricacy | sophistication found in custom-built | tailor-made | bespoke homes.

Conclusion

The Wardway Homes offered | presented | provided by Montgomery Ward in 1925 represent |
symbolize | embody a fascinating | intriguing | captivating chapter | episode | section in the
history | past | legacy of American housing. They demonstrated | showed | illustrated the
potential | possibility | capacity of mail-order retail to transform | change | alter access |
availability | approachability to homeownership | house-owning | dwelling-owning. While not
without their limitations, these prefabricated structures played a crucial | essential | vital role |
part | function in shaping | molding | forming the built | constructed | erected environment of
the United States. Their legacy | history | past serves | acts | functions as a reminder |
memorandum | token of the ongoing | continuous | unceasing pursuit | search | quest for
affordable | budget-friendly | economic and accessible | available | approachable housing.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find original Wardway Homes catalogs?

A1: Original Wardway Homes catalogs are rare | scarce | uncommon collectibles. You might
find | locate | discover them at antique | vintage | old shops, online auction sites, or specialized
archives.

Q2: Are Wardway Homes still being built | constructed | erected today?

A2: No, Montgomery Ward no longer produces | manufactures | creates Wardway Homes. The
company | business | firm ceased operations | functioning | activities in its original form | shape
| structure several decades ago.

Q3: What materials | supplies | components were typically used in Wardway Homes
construction | building | erection?

A3: Wardway Homes primarily used wood | lumber | timber for the framing | structure |
skeleton, with various options | choices | alternatives for exterior | outside | outer and interior |
inside | inner finishes.

Q4: How long | much time | duration did it typically take to build | construct | erect a
Wardway Home?

A4: The construction | building | erection time | period | duration varied depending | relying |
counting on factors | elements | aspects such as size | dimensions | scale, availability |
accessibility | readiness of labor, and weather conditions | circumstances | situations. However,
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it was generally faster | quicker | expeditious than building | constructing | erecting a house |
home | dwelling from scratch | the ground up | the beginning.
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