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Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015: A
Retrospective Review
The GRE (Graduate Record Examinations) is a crucial hurdle for many aspiring
graduate students. Successfully navigating this standardized test often hinges on
choosing the right study materials. This in-depth review examines the *Kaplan
GRE Study Guide 2015*, considering its strengths and weaknesses in light of the
evolving GRE landscape. We'll explore its key features, how effectively it
prepared students for the test, and ultimately, if it remains a relevant resource
today. We'll also consider related keywords such as *GRE prep*, *Kaplan GRE
prep books*, and *2015 GRE*.

Introduction: Setting the Stage for GRE Success
The 2015 edition of Kaplan's GRE guide arrived at a time when the GRE was
undergoing subtle but significant changes. Understanding the context is vital to
assessing the guide's effectiveness. While the core content of the GRE – verbal
reasoning, quantitative reasoning, and analytical writing – remained consistent,
the test's emphasis on certain skills and question types might have shifted
slightly over time. The *Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015* aimed to equip students
with the tools to tackle this revised format. This review analyzes whether it
succeeded.

Benefits and Features of the Kaplan GRE Study
Guide 2015
The *Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015*, like its later iterations, boasted several key
strengths:

Comprehensive Coverage: The guide covered all sections of the GRE
comprehensively. It provided detailed explanations of each question type,
offering a structured approach to mastering verbal reasoning (including
reading comprehension, text completion, and sentence equivalence),
quantitative reasoning (arithmetic, algebra, geometry, data analysis), and
analytical writing (issue and argument essays).

Practice Tests and Drills: Abundant practice tests and drills were a
cornerstone of Kaplan's approach. These allowed students to simulate test
conditions, identify their weak areas, and track their progress. The quality
and realism of these practice tests were generally well-regarded. This
aspect of *GRE prep* is often seen as crucial.

Strategic Approach: Kaplan's methodology wasn't just about rote
memorization. It emphasized strategic test-taking techniques, time
management strategies, and effective pacing, vital skills for success on the
GRE.

Detailed Explanations: The guide provided detailed explanations for
every practice question, helping students understand the reasoning behind
both correct and incorrect answers. This in-depth analysis helped solidify
understanding and prevent future mistakes.
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Kaplan's Reputation: Kaplan's established reputation in test preparation
lent considerable credibility to the guide. Many students felt reassured by
the brand’s long-standing experience in helping individuals achieve their
educational goals.

Usage and Effectiveness: A Student's
Perspective
The *Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015* aimed to provide a complete and effective
study program. Students generally reported finding the material comprehensive
and well-organized. The strategic approach to test-taking proved valuable,
enabling them to approach the exam systematically. However, the effectiveness
varied depending on individual learning styles and prior knowledge.

Some students found the sheer volume of material overwhelming, while others
appreciated the detailed explanations and numerous practice questions. The
2015 edition, while comprehensive for its time, might lack the updated question
types and strategies incorporated in later editions. It is important to remember
that the test-taking landscape can shift, meaning resources that were once highly
relevant can become less so.

The effectiveness of the *Kaplan GRE study guide 2015* can also be linked to
how effectively a student utilized its components, especially the practice tests.
Consistent practice, combined with careful review of explanations, yielded the
most significant gains. The guide itself was only a tool; active engagement and
self-discipline determined its ultimate impact.

Comparison to Modern GRE Prep Materials
While the *Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015* offered a solid foundation, modern
GRE prep materials often incorporate adaptive learning technology, personalized
study plans, and access to online resources. These features enhance the learning
experience and provide a more dynamic and targeted approach. Newer Kaplan
guides, for instance, integrate these advances. Therefore, while the 2015 edition
remains a useful resource for understanding fundamental GRE concepts, students
considering the GRE today would likely benefit from newer, more updated
resources. This is especially true concerning the *Kaplan GRE prep books*
published after 2015.

Conclusion: A Valuable but Dated Resource
The *Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015* served as a credible and comprehensive
GRE preparation resource during its time. Its strength lay in its thorough
coverage of GRE content, its abundance of practice questions, and Kaplan's
established reputation. However, its age is a significant factor. The evolving
nature of standardized tests means that newer materials, incorporating
advancements in educational technology and reflecting recent test modifications,
are likely to be more effective for prospective test-takers. While it might still be
useful for reviewing fundamental concepts, aspiring GRE takers should seriously
consider more current study materials for optimal preparation.

FAQ: Addressing Common Queries
Q1: Is the Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015 still relevant in 2024?

A1: While the fundamental principles of the GRE remain consistent, the *Kaplan
GRE Study Guide 2015* is outdated. Newer editions reflect changes in question
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types, testing strategies, and incorporate technological advancements. While it
might offer a basic understanding of GRE concepts, it shouldn't be relied upon as
a primary study resource.

Q2: What are the main differences between the 2015 edition and newer
Kaplan GRE guides?

A2: Newer editions incorporate adaptive learning technology, personalized study
plans, online resources, and updated practice questions that better reflect the
current GRE format. They offer a more dynamic and personalized learning
experience.

Q3: Are there any free resources that complement the Kaplan GRE Study
Guide 2015?

A3: Yes, many free online resources, such as practice questions from websites
like Khan Academy and Magoosh, can supplement the 2015 guide. However,
these resources should be used in conjunction with a more comprehensive and
up-to-date guide for optimal results.

Q4: How much time should I dedicate to studying with the 2015 Kaplan
guide?

A4: This depends on your starting point and target score. However, due to the
guide's age, its value is limited. It's best to use a more current guide and allocate
study time based on your individual needs and the guide's recommendations.

Q5: Can I use the 2015 Kaplan guide solely to prepare for the GRE?

A5: It's not advisable. Using this older guide alone will leave significant gaps in
your preparation. Use a current guide, and consider the 2015 version only as
supplementary material for reviewing fundamental concepts.

Q6: Where can I find the 2015 Kaplan GRE study guide today?

A6: Finding the 2015 edition might be challenging, as newer editions have largely
replaced it. Used bookstores, online marketplaces, or even libraries may have
copies, but availability is limited.

Q7: Is Kaplan the best GRE prep course provider?

A7: Kaplan is a well-respected name, but numerous other reputable companies
offer GRE prep courses and materials. The best provider depends on individual
learning styles and preferences.

Q8: What are some alternative GRE prep resources?

A8: Alternatives include Manhattan Prep, Princeton Review, Magoosh, and Khan
Academy. These offer a range of study materials, courses, and practice tests.
Researching and comparing options will help you choose what best fits your
needs.

Deconstructing the Kaplan GRE Study Guide
2015: A Retrospective Analysis
The Kaplan GRE study Guide 2015, a mainstay in the GRE study landscape,
offered aspiring graduate school applicants a thorough roadmap to success. This
article will examine its advantages and limitations, providing a backward-looking
assessment of its efficacy and significance in the context of today's GRE
landscape. While the edition is several years old, its core principles remain
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pertinent and offer valuable insights for those seeking to comprehend effective
GRE study strategies.

The guide's structure was rationally designed, proceeding systematically through
the various sections of the GRE: Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning, and
Analytical Writing. Each section received a specific chapter, providing a in-depth
explanation of concepts and offering a wealth of practice questions. Kaplan’s
characteristic approach of employing hands-on examples and lucid explanations
was manifest throughout the book. The explanations weren't merely conceptual;
they were grounded in practical applications, making the material more
understandable and rememberable for students.

One of the principal merits of the 2015 Kaplan guide was its thorough practice
exercises. The plethora of practice tests, exercises, and sample essays allowed
students to gauge their progress and recognize their shortcomings. The
evaluative tests, situated strategically throughout the book, helped students
follow their improvement and adjust their preparation plans accordingly. This
flexible approach to preparation is crucial for achieving optimal results.

The Analytical Writing section received significant attention, which was critical
given its increasing importance in the GRE. The guide provided detailed
instructions on essay structure, argumentative methods, and effective use of
language. It also offered example essays with constructive feedback, providing a
precise model for students to follow. This was particularly helpful for students
unfamiliar with the demands of high-stakes academic writing.

However, the 2015 Kaplan guide, as with any study material, had certain
drawbacks. The quick evolution of the GRE exam format since its publication
means some sections may feel slightly old-fashioned. The specific strategies and
approaches presented might not perfectly align with the current GRE's nuances.
Furthermore, while the practice material was extensive, it might not perfectly
replicate the actual testing experience, particularly regarding the scheduling and
the tension of the test environment.

To lessen the limitations, prospective users should complement the guide with
other resources, such as online practice tests and current GRE prep materials.
Cross-referencing information and seeking out additional explanations for difficult
concepts will significantly boost one's understanding and performance. Also,
focusing on mastering fundamental concepts, rather than just memorizing
techniques, will ensure a more solid foundation for success.

In summary, the Kaplan GRE Study Guide 2015 provided a valuable and
comprehensive foundation for GRE study. Although some aspects may be
obsolete, its core principles of comprehensive content, abundant practice, and a
lucid illustration remain highly relevant. By supplementing it with more
contemporary resources and dedicately engaging with the content, aspiring test-
takers can still benefit from its wealth of knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is the 2015 Kaplan GRE guide still relevant? While some aspects are
outdated, the fundamental concepts and study strategies remain useful.
Supplement it with newer resources for optimal results.

2. What are the key strengths of this guide? Its strengths lie in its
comprehensive coverage, abundant practice material, and clear explanations of
key GRE concepts.

3. What are its weaknesses? The guide's age means some information might
not perfectly align with the current GRE format. The practice tests may not
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entirely replicate the test-taking experience.

4. How can I best use this guide? Combine it with current GRE prep materials,
focus on mastering fundamental concepts, and regularly assess your progress
using diagnostic tests.

5. Should I buy this guide in 2024? Consider its age and potential lack of
alignment with the current exam. A more recent edition might be a more
effective investment, although the 2015 edition, used in conjunction with other
materials, can still be a helpful resource.
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