Principles Of Finance Strayer
Syllabus

Decoding the Strayer
University Principles of
Finance Syllabus: A
Comprehensive Guide

Understanding the intricacies of finance can feel daunting, especially
when navigating a university syllabus. This article delves into the key
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components of a typical Strayer University Principles of Finance
syllabus, providing a comprehensive overview to help students
succeed. We'll explore the course objectives, common topics covered
(including *time value of money*, *capital budgeting*, and *financial
statement analysis*), and practical applications of the learned
principles. We'll also discuss the role of *financial ratios* and the
importance of understanding *risk and return*.

Introduction to the Strayer Principles of
Finance Syllabus

The Principles of Finance course at Strayer University provides a
foundational understanding of core financial concepts applicable to
various business settings. The syllabus acts as a roadmap, outlining
the learning objectives, assessment methods, and schedule for the
course. While specific syllabi might vary slightly from semester to
semester and instructor to instructor, the fundamental principles
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remain consistent. This guide aims to provide a generalized overview
applicable to most iterations of the course.

Key Topics Covered in the Strayer
Principles of Finance Syllabus

The Strayer Principles of Finance syllabus typically encompasses a
range of critical financial concepts. These often include, but are not
limited to:

e Time Value of Money (TVM): This foundational concept
explores the idea that money available today is worth more than
the same amount in the future due to its potential earning
capacity. The syllabus will likely cover techniques like net
present value (NPV) and internal rate of return (IRR)
calculations. Understanding TVM is crucial for making informed
investment decisions.
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e Financial Statement Analysis: This section delves into the
interpretation and analysis of key financial statements—balance
sheets, income statements, and cash flow statements. Students
learn how to extract valuable information from these statements
to assess a company's financial health and performance. This
includes calculating and interpreting various financial ratios.

e Capital Budgeting: This crucial area involves evaluating and
selecting long-term investment projects. Students learn various
techniques to determine the profitability and feasibility of
potential investments, such as NPV, IRR, and payback period
calculations. This section is vital for effective resource allocation
within organizations.

e Risk and Return: This section focuses on the inherent
relationship between risk and return in financial markets.
Students explore different methods for measuring and managing
risk, alongside strategies for maximizing returns while
considering risk tolerance. Understanding this relationship is
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essential for making sound investment choices.

e Financial Ratios: A significant part of financial statement
analysis involves calculating and interpreting various financial
ratios. These ratios provide insights into a company's
profitability, liquidity, solvency, and efficiency. The syllabus will
likely cover a range of ratios, including liquidity ratios (current
ratio, quick ratio), profitability ratios (gross profit margin, net
profit margin), and leverage ratios (debt-to-equity ratio).

Practical Applications and Benefits of
Mastering Principles of Finance

Understanding the principles of finance offers significant advantages,
both personally and professionally. The knowledge gained from the
Strayer Principles of Finance course empowers students to:

* Make Informed Financial Decisions: Whether it's managing
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personal finances, investing in stocks, or evaluating business
opportunities, the principles learned provide the framework for
making sound financial choices.

e Enhance Career Prospects: A strong grasp of finance is highly
valuable in many professions, from accounting and finance to
management and entrepreneurship. This course enhances
employability and opens doors to lucrative career paths.

e Understand Business Operations: Finance is the lifeblood of
any business. Understanding financial statements and key ratios
allows individuals to better understand a company's
performance and make strategic decisions.

e Improve Investment Strategies: The course equips students
with the tools to analyze investment opportunities, assess risk,
and make informed investment decisions to achieve their
financial goals.

Principles Of Finance Strayer Syllabus
6



Principles Of Finance Strayer Syllabus

* Negotiate Effectively: A solid understanding of financial
concepts is helpful in salary negotiations, contract negotiations,
and securing favorable financial terms in various business
transactions.

Navigating the Syllabus: Structure and
Assessment

The Strayer Principles of Finance syllabus typically follows a structured
format, including:

e Course Description: A brief overview of the course objectives
and content.

e Learning Objectives: Clearly defined goals that students
should achieve upon completion of the course.

e Course Schedule: A detailed timeline outlining the topics
covered each week or module.
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e Assignments and Assessments: Details on exams, quizzes,
projects, and other assignments, including grading criteria.

* Grading Policy: A breakdown of how the final grade is
calculated based on individual assignment weights.

e Academic Integrity Policy: Clear guidelines on plagiarism and
academic honesty.

 Instructor Contact Information: Details for reaching the
instructor with questions or concerns.

Conclusion: Unlocking Financial Literacy

The Strayer University Principles of Finance syllabus serves as a
crucial guide for students embarking on their financial literacy journey.
By mastering the core concepts presented - time value of money,
financial statement analysis, capital budgeting, risk and return, and
financial ratios - students acquire essential skills applicable to various
personal and professional endeavors. The course's practical focus
empowers graduates to make sound financial decisions, enhance
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career prospects, and thrive in today's complex financial landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What is the prerequisite for the Principles of Finance
course at Strayer?

Al: Prerequisites vary slightly depending on the specific program, but
often include introductory courses in accounting and/or business
mathematics. It's best to consult the specific course catalog or your
academic advisor for the most up-to-date information.

Q2: Are there any recommended textbooks or resources?

A2: The syllabus usually specifies the required textbook and any
supplemental materials. However, many students find additional
online resources, such as financial news websites and educational
videos, beneficial for supplementing their learning.
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Q3: How much emphasis is placed on using financial
calculators or software?

A3: Financial calculators and software (like Excel) are often integral to
the course, especially for time value of money calculations and
financial statement analysis. The syllabus will specify the acceptable
tools and provide guidance on their use.

Q4: What kind of projects or assignments are typically
included?

A4: Assignments can range from individual homework problems
focusing on specific concepts to group projects involving in-depth
financial statement analysis or capital budgeting case studies. The
specific assignments are detailed in the syllabus.

Q5: How is the course structured - online, in-person, or

hybrid?
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A5: Strayer University offers various learning formats, including online,
in-person, and hybrid options. The specific format will be clearly stated
on the course syllabus and university website.

Q6: What if | struggle with certain concepts?

A6: Most instructors offer office hours or other opportunities for
individual assistance. Utilizing these resources, along with study
groups and online forums, can significantly improve understanding.
Many universities also have tutoring services available.

Q7: How does this course prepare me for more advanced
finance courses?

A7: The Principles of Finance course provides a fundamental
foundation upon which more advanced courses, such as corporate
finance, investments, and financial modeling, are built. Mastering the
concepts in this introductory course is crucial for success in
subsequent finance coursework.
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Q8: Is this course relevant for non-business majors?

A8: While often a core requirement for business majors, the principles
of finance can benefit students from diverse backgrounds.
Understanding financial concepts can be valuable in various careers
and for personal financial management.

Deciphering the Mysteries of the Strayer
University Principles of Finance Syllabus:
A Deep Dive

Understanding the fundamentals of finance is critical for anyone
navigating the intricate world of trade. Whether you aspire to be a
CEOQ, a skilled investor, or simply a wise consumer, a solid grasp of
financial principles is priceless. This article explores into the typical
structure and content of a Strayer University Principles of Finance
syllabus, revealing its key components and highlighting their practical
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implementations in real-world scenarios. We will analyze how the
syllabus organizes the subject matter, uncovering the route to
mastering these vital financial skills.

The typical Strayer University Principles of Finance syllabus usually
includes a wide spectrum of topics, designed to provide students with
a comprehensive understanding of financial administration. These
topics often contain but are not restricted to:

e Time Worth of Money (TVM): This bedrock concept
demonstrates how money available today is estimated more
than the same amount in the days ahead, due to its ability to
earn interest. The syllabus will likely show various TVM
determinations, such as present value, projected value, and
annuity computations. Practical applications encompass
evaluating investment opportunities, assessing loan terms, and
making informed financial decisions.

e Financial Statements: Understanding how to interpret
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balance sheets, income statements, and cash flow statements is
essential for assessing a company's financial health. The
syllabus will guide students through the process of scrutinizing
these statements, spotting key proportions and patterns that
show profitability, liquidity, and solvency.

e Financial Percentage Analysis: This includes calculating and
interpreting various financial ratios to assess a company's
performance. The syllabus will likely discuss ratios related to
profitability, liquidity, activity, and leverage, showing students
how to use these ratios to match companies and make informed
investment decisions. Understanding these ratios is crucial for
shareholders and lenders.

e Capital Expenditure: This section deals on the method of
planning and managing a company's long-term investments.
The syllabus will investigate different approaches for evaluating
investment projects, including net present value (NPV), internal
rate of return (IRR), and payback period. Understanding these
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approaches is essential for making strategic investment
decisions.

* Working Resources Management: Efficient working capital
management is critical for the smooth operation of any
business. This section will cover how to manage current assets
and liabilities to enhance profitability and liquidity.
Understanding the interplay between inventory, accounts
receivable, and accounts payable is key.

e Cost of Financing: This part describes how to calculate the
cost of different sources of funding, including debt and equity.
Understanding the cost of capital is crucial for making
investment decisions and judging the profitability of projects.

The Strayer syllabus likely employs a blend of instructional methods,
including lectures, case studies, group projects, and exams to ensure
a complete understanding of the subject matter. The assignments
often necessitate students to implement the concepts acquired in
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class to real-world situations, encouraging critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies:

The knowledge gained from a Principles of Finance course at Strayer
University, or any similar program, has several practical benefits.
Graduates can apply their competencies in various occupations, from
business finance to personal management. The skill to interpret
financial statements, make investment decisions, and manage
working capital is very desirable in today's demanding job market.
Implementing this knowledge requires regular practice and use
through case studies, personal management and continued learning.

Conclusion:

The Strayer University Principles of Finance syllabus offers a solid
foundation in financial control. By learning the concepts described in
the syllabus, students develop essential competencies that are
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applicable to a wide range of professions. The implementation of these
principles is essential for individual and business financial success.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Is the Strayer Principles of Finance course hard?

Al: The difficulty of the course rests on prior experience and individual
learning methods. While it necessitates dedication and effort, the
course is designed to be comprehensible to students with varying
histories.

Q2: What kind of calculator is required for this course?

A2: A financial calculator is strongly advised. Many instructors approve
the use of graphing calculators, but a financial calculator is often more
effective for solving TVM problems.

Q3: What are the greatest important concepts to zero in on?
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A3: Mastering the time value of money, understanding financial
statement analysis, and understanding capital budgeting are all
important to success in the course and beyond.

Q4: Are there opportunities for additional support if | struggle
with the content?

A4: Yes, Strayer University typically provides various support services,
including tutoring, online resources, and office hours with the
instructor. Don't wait to request help when needed.
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